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Area of Study Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 

Locational 
knowledge 

 
& 
 

Place 
knowledge 

EYFS Statutory Framework: Understanding the World   
Location Knowledge & Place Knowledge 

 Know some similarities and differences between the 
natural world around them and contrasting environments, 
drawing on their experiences and what has been read in 
class. 

Understand some important processes and changes in the 
natural world around them, including the seasons and 
changing states of matter 
 

National Curriculum: Locational Knowledge 
 name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans. 
 name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of 

the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas 
 
National Curriculum: Place knowledge 

 understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human 
and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in 
a contrasting non-European country 

National Curriculum: Locational Knowledge 
 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location 

of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental 
regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

 name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and 
their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features 
(including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand 
how some of these aspects have changed over time 

 identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and 
night) 

National Curriculum: Place knowledge 
 understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 

physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European 
country, and a region in North or South America 

White House Farm Primary School: Location Knowledge 
Know the name of their local area and where they live. 
Know that Sprowston is in Norwich and that Norwich is a city. 
Know that they live in England and that England is a country. 
Understand that the UK is an island which means that it is surrounded 
by water – seas and oceans.  
Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this 
country and life in other countries. 
Describe what they see, hear, and feel whilst outside or on walks and 
trips to different local environments. 
Recognise that some environments are different to the one in which 
they live.  
Understand how the weather can be change in different parts of the 
world. 
Observe how different animals live in countries around the world 
comment on some of their characteristics. 
Know the differences between countries in the world and talk about 
the differences they have experienced or seen in photos.  
Explore countries and cultures through books, puppets and role play 
as well as discussions with adults. 
 

White House Farm Primary School: Location 
Knowledge & Place Knowledge 
 
Locate where they live on a map of the four 
nations and main cities of the United 
Kingdom and locate the United Kingdom on a 
map of the countries of Europe;  
Identify and locate the seven continents and 
five oceans of the world on a world wall map 
and globe;  
identify, observe, describe, record and locate 
on a simple plan some significant physical and 
human features and land uses of their school 
grounds and immediate locality;  

White House Farm Primary School: Location 
Knowledge & Place Knowledge 
 
Compare and contrast the basic physical and 
human geography, including the weather, of 
their locality with that of the village of 
Kampong Ayer in Brunei, Borneo;   
Locate the United Kingdom and Brunei on a 
map of the continents and oceans of the 
world together with the equator, the Prime 
Meridian (Greenwich Meridian) and the 
North Pole and South Pole;  

White House Farm Primary School: Location 
Knowledge & Place Knowledge 
 
Compare and contrast in basic terms the 
main features of cities in different countries 
around the world identifying some similarities 
and differences;  
Locate the Disney Magic Kingdom theme park 
on a map of the states and main cities of the 
United States in the continent of North 
America and explain why it is so popular with 
visitors from countries around the world;  
Recognise that earthquakes and volcanoes 
tend to occur at the same locations around 
the world;  
 

White House Farm Primary School: Location 
Knowledge & Place Knowledge 
 
Identify, describe and explain using 
information they have observed, recorded 
and presented graphically and on maps and 
plans, some of the ways in which places in 
their local area are changing currently or 
have changed in the past;  
 
 

Human and 
physical 

geography 

National Curriculum: Human and Physical geography 
 Describe their immediate environment using knowledge 

from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and 
maps. 

 Understand some important processes and changes in the 
natural world around them, including the seasons and 
changing states of matter. 

National Curriculum: Human and Physical geography 
 identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location 

of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South 
Poles 

National Curriculum: Human and Physical geography 
describe and understand key aspects of: 

 physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 

 human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water 

White House Farm Primary School: Human and Physical Geography  
Explore collections of materials with similar and or different 
properties. 
Explore natural and man-made materials to investigate and talk about 
– bark, leaves, sand, rocks, shells, pebbles, plastic tubing, concrete. 
Explore photos and stories with adults making sense of the 
surroundings and local environment.  
Comment on what they notice, recognising buildings, open space, 
roads, and other simple features. 
Understand the effects of changing seasons on the natural world 
around them – focus on weather and seasonal features. 
Observe how animals behave differently as the seasons change. 

White House Farm Primary School: Human 
and Physical Geography  
Describe some of the physical and human 
features typically seen at the seaside and 
suggest reasons why people enjoy visiting the 
coast for holidays, both in the past and now, 
and how they might also take care of the 
natural environment to be found there;  
Identify and locate hot and cold areas of the 
world and suggest reasons why the weather 
isn’t the same everywhere in the world.  
Describe and suggest reasons for ways in 
which the weather changes through the 
seasons and how people and living things in 
the United Kingdom can be affected by these 
changes;  

White House Farm Primary School: Human 
and Physical Geography  
Suggest reasons for some of the main 
similarities and differences in the geography 
of their locality and Kampong Ayer that they 
have observed;  
Describe and compare the natural 
environments of Antarctica and North Africa 
and identify, describe and give reasons for 
some of the different ways in which living 
things, including humans, are adapted to 
survive in such places; 
Identify and describe the three main types of 
climate and where each is found in the 
world;  

White House Farm Primary School: Human 
and Physical Geography  
Describe in simple terms using labelled 
diagrams what causes an earthquake and 
how the magnitude of an earthquake is 
measured;  
Explain in basic terms why some earthquakes 
cause more destruction than others;  
Give reasons for why most earthquakes and 
volcanoes tend to occur at the same locations 
around the world;  
Identify and describe a number of important 
physical and human features of Florida other 
than the Magic Kingdom such as the 
Everglades and the Kennedy Space Centre. 

White House Farm Primary School: Human 
and Physical Geography  
Recognise, describe and explain different 
ways in which it is possible to live a more 
sustainable lifestyle both individually and at 
home and school;  
Compare and contrast how people in 
different parts of the world are living more 
sustainably and helping to conserve their 
environment;  
Explain the difference between weather and 
climate and identify and describe in general 
terms using climate graphs, the differences in 
climate to be seen across the United Kingdom 
and in polar, temperate and tropical regions 
of the world. 



Observe, record and present graphically the 
basic elements of the weather at their 
locality;  
Observe, record and present graphically the 
basic elements of the weather at their 
locality;  

Recognise and describe how the food they 
eat is produced on farms, either in the United 
Kingdom or overseas, why some of their food 
must be imported and give reasons why it is 
important to eat a healthy balanced diet;  
Recognise and describe how the weather 
affects what kind of food can be produced by 
farmers.  

Explain why sea turtles along the Atlantic 
coast of Florida are endangered and what the 
Florida Turtle Conservation Society is doing to 
protect them.  
Recognise and display graphically how the 
number of people in the world living in cities 
is increasing and suggest reasons for why this 
is occurring.  
Consider whether the benefits of living in 
cities outweigh the disadvantages and explain 
their views.   
 

Explain why the jungles of the Amazon and 
Congo Basins are so wet and humid and yet 
Arica in South America is the driest place on 
Earth. 

Geographical 
skills and 
fieldwork 

EYFS Statutory Framework: Geographical skills and fieldwork  
 Explore the natural world around them, making 

observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants; 

National Curriculum: Geographical skills and fieldwork 
 use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, 

as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage 
 use simple compass directions (north, south, east and west) and locational and 

directional language [for example, near and far, left and right], to describe the 
location of features and routes on a map 

 use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic 
human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic 
symbols in a key 

 use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school 
and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding 
environment 

National Curriculum: Geographical skills and fieldwork 
 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and 

describe features studied 
 use the 8 points of a compass, 4- and 6-figure grid references, symbols and key 

(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world 

 use fieldwork to observe, measure record and present the human and physical 
features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital technologies 

White House Farm Primary School: Geographical skills and fieldwork 
Use magnifying glasses to explore and make observations – “I wonder 
can see…, I wonder if…” 
Draw information on simple maps focusing on their immediate 
environment. 
Look at aerial views of their school setting. 
 

White House Farm Primary School: Geographical skills and fieldwork 
Find information on aerial photographs 
Use large scale, vertical aerial photographs 
Follow a route on a prepared map 
Recognise simple features on maps such as building, roads and fields 
Use maps to talk about everyday life for example, where I live, journey to school, where places 
are locally 
Use directional vocabulary and say which direction N,S,E,W is for example using a compass on 
the school playground 
Know which direction N is on an Ordnance Survey map 
Use symbols on maps and know what some symbols mean 
Know why maps need a key 
Add simple information to maps such as labels and markers 
Use measuring tools to show the distance on a map for example from my house to school 
Have experience of maps in different contexts: brochures, stories, Ordnance Survey Maps, 
Globes, Atlases and online. 

White House Farm Primary School: Geographical skills and fieldwork 
Use atlases, maps and globes 
Use large scale maps outside 
Use maps at more than one scale 
Locate photos of features on maps 
Use oblique and aerial views 
Use thematic maps 
Recognise that contours show height and slope 
Use simple girds 
Give direction instructions up to 8 cardinal points 
Use 4 figure coordinates to locate features 
Use 6-figure grid references to help locate a place more accurately. 
Make a map of a short route with features in a correct order 
Make a small area with features in correct places 
Give maps a key with standard symbols 
Use some Ordnance Survey symbols 
Use the scale bar to estimate distance 
Relate measurements on maps to outdoors (using metersticks, paces or tape) 
Use grid reference to record location 
Have experience of maps in digital maps at different scales and 6-figure coordiantes. 
 
 
 
Identify, describe and explain using satellite images and simple GIS some important changes to 
the environment that they can observe occurring in different parts of the world;  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


