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Instructions
To achieve maximum impact in the classroom, we recommend purchasing the following 
books to support the teaching of this unit:

• The Write Stuff - Transforming the Teaching of Writing by Jane Considine, which fully
explains her progress-boosting teaching methods www.thetrainingspace.co.uk

This plan covers 11 teaching days/sessions, split into: 

• Experience Days (4)

We recommend these structured days are followed by an independent pupil writing task.

The following resources will also support the teaching of this unit:

• The Writing Rainbow - available from our website HERE

• The Writing Rainbow symbols - available from our website HERE

We love to hear your success stories and see your pupils work examples. Please get in touch by:

email: info@thetrainingspace.co.uk

Facebook: janeconsidineeducation

Twitter: @janeconsidine

Watch training sessions on YouTube to understand how this unit of work supports teaching 
and learning.

YouTube: thetrainingspace
www.thetrainingspace.co.uk

• Sentence Stacking Days (11)

• Pinocchio  by Carlo Collodi; illustrated by Mauro Evangelista.
https://amzn.to/36ez32M

www.thetrainingspace.co.uk
https://www.thetrainingspace.co.uk/product/the-writing-rainbow-poster/
https://www.thetrainingspace.co.uk/product/small-writing-rainbow-symbols/
https://amzn.to/36ez32M
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Overview of Unit

Please note that narrative units are built from two modes of teaching.

Sentence Stacking
Lessons concentrate on the teaching of writing with a sharp focus on the craft and 

construction of sentences. Each Sentence Stacking lesson is organised into three learning 
chunks. Sentences created by pupils should be celebrated and examples used to form a large 
class Sentence Stack. This Sentence Stack should build over the duration of the unit to display 

the whole piece of text. See appendix for example of complete teacher model for this unit.

Experience Lessons
Immersive teaching to stimulate ideas. Experience lessons can take many forms - visits out, 
visitors in or drama conventions deployed  to strengthen context and build imagination. The 

number of experiences included in a unit is at a teachers’ discretion. Experience lessons 
can be added or removed from a teaching sequence depending on the needs of pupils and 

knowledge of their previous experiences. 
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A Narrative Journey
Whilst teaching a Write Stuff narrative unit, a narrative map should be created, displayed and 
shared with pupils. A narrative map is used to display and explore the plot points. A plot point 
is a summarised key moment in narrative. 

Plot points should be slowly revealed and added to the narrative map as you progress 
through a unit and teach each Sentence Stacking lesson. We recommend narrative maps 
show a journey of nine plot points or less. Our narrative units therefore contain nine or less 
Sentence  Stacking lessons.  

There is an example narrative map for this unit included. As plot points are added, use the 
positive/negative axis to discuss if the plot point was a high or low for the character. You can 
also change the character shown and add annotations.

Picture Book Plot Points 
Each plot point on the narrative map and at the top of each corresponding Sentence 
Stacking lesson, can be related to an image in the book.  

Novel Plot Points 
Plot points are drawn from an aspect of the novel - usually a chapter, section of a chapter 
or a key event. They are summarised on the narrative map and at the top of each 
corresponding Sentence Stacking lesson.

Film Point Points 
Plot points are drawn from breaking the film into bare-bone chunks. For example the film’s 
content from 0 seconds to 43 seconds could be summarised as a screen-shot (the best 
image that captured it succinctly) and this serves as the key plot point. They are summarised 
on the narrative map and at the top of each corresponding Sentence Stacking lesson.

Independent Writing
It is important to map the plot points and analyse the highs and lows of the narrative built 
across a unit, as this will generate the task for independent writing at the end. Using the 
‘Independent Writing Teaching Sequence’ included, teachers move through the steps to guide 
children from the highly modelled Sentence Stack to writing independently. When writing 
narrative, the pupils independent task should be to craft their own text which mirrors the 
highs and lows mapped. It is within the teacher’s discretion to choose a big idea focus for 
pupils to build their own ideas e.g. story about a character who shows their bravery. This 
gives pupils real freedom to develop their plot points independently.
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Teaching Sequence

DAY 14

DAY 17 DAY 18

Independent  
Writing Sequence

DAY 19

Independent  
Writing Sequence

DAY 20

Independent  
Writing Sequence

Independent  
Writing Sequence

DAY 15 DAY 16DAY 13

DAY 11DAY 9 DAY 10 DAY 12

A helpful birdPinocchio tells a lie

DAY 8DAY 6DAY 5 DAY 7

An invitation for 
Pinocchio

A very  
naughty puppet

Good boys  
go to schoolA real boy

The land of lost toys Dangerous waters

DAY 1 DAY 3DAY 2 DAY 4

Puppet making
A lesson   

for Pinocchio

Independent  
Writing Sequence

Pinocchio the hero A real boy at lastDad in trouble

A new puppet with a 
pointy nose Pinnochio runs away

Key: Experience Lesson Independent Writing Sequence 
(see appendix) 

English Lesson Sentence Stacking Lesson

     Pupils plan, independently write and edit their work over 3-5 sessions as part of The Teaching Sequence for Independent Writing.
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Narrative Map

Character
Lows

Character
Highs

+10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

-10

To understand how to 
use this map, please 
read the page titled 
‘Narrative Journey’.

Pinocchio

Plot Point 1
A new puppet with 

a pointy nose

Plot Point 2
Pinocchio 
runs away

Plot Point 3
A lesson 

for Pinocchio

Plot Point 4
Good boys go 

to school

Plot Point 5
A very naughty 

puppet

Plot Point 6
An invitation for 

Pinocchio

Plot Point 7
Pinocchio  
tells a lie

Plot Point 8
A helpful bird

Plot Point 9
Dad in trouble

Plot Point 10
Pinocchio  
the hero

Plot Point 11
A real boy at last

Based on this book

Plot points are based on 
corresponding illustrations 

in the book.
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A Write Stuff Unit Plan

DAY 1

Puppet making

Experience Day (1)

Learning Objective:

To experience the world of puppets 
through the ages.

• Introduce different types of puppets, e.g. cloth, wooden, modern, old.
• Look at images of puppets through the ages and discuss how they have changed.
• Discuss puppet traditions from different countries, e.g. Sweden, Cuba, Italy.
• Look at the differences between shadow puppets and Punch & Judy.
• Arrange a visit from a puppeteer.
• Make puppets for a collaborative class show.

Experience sessions should be rinsed for vocabulary using The FANTASTICs

Based on the book Pinocchio by Carlo Collodi illustrated by Mauro Evangelista
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DAY 2

A new puppet with 
a pointy nose Plot Point 1
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Initiate Model Enable

Adjectives

• Show the image of Gepetto
carving/the long nose and use
story telling techniques to introduce
new adjectives to the classroom.

• Gather a bank of adjectives for
Gepetto’s appearance – old, hairy,
white-haired, wrinkly, thin, tall.

• Collect adjectives that showcase
Gepetto’s qualities – talented,
skilled, patient, clever.

Feelings

• Share a range of photographs of
shocked faces (some of these can be
from pupils in our class) and share
a jumbled set pf words, some are
synonyms for bored e.g. fed up, sad,
upset, tired, lonely. Share synonyms
for shocked e.g. astonished, alarmed,
concerned, terrified, frightened,
worried, excited, surprised, amazed.

Repetition 

• Share a clip of the Disney film
when Pinocchio’s nose grows.

• Collect a range of comparatives
to repeat three times. Make the
adjectives comparatives. e.g. big
to bigger, long to longer, wide to
wider, grain to grainier, shine to
shinier, strange to stranger,
huge to huger.

Adjectives

Teacher model: Once upon a time 
there was an old puppet maker 
called Gepetto.

Repetition 

Teacher model: He began carving  
a puppet – but its nose got pointier 
and pointier and pointier.

Feelings

Teacher model: Gepetto was shocked.

Adjectives

Pupils to include an ambitious 
adjective to describe Gepetto. 
HA: Deepen the moment.

Feelings

Choose your favourite synonym 
for shocked.  
HA: Deepen the moment.

Repetition 

Repeat your ‘er’ word in the 
modelled structure.  
HA: Deepen the moment.

Sentence Stacking Lesson 1

Learning Objective:

To write effective sentences for our 
adventure story.

Steps to Success:
Adjectives

Repetition for effect 

Feelings

A new  
puppet with 

a pointy nose

*HA = Higher Attainers
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DAY 3

Pinocchio 
runs away Plot Point 2
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Initiate Model Enable

Time adverbials

• Show pictures of two rural houses
(one in the morning as the sun rises;
one in the late afternoon as the
sun sets).

• Gather a bank of time adverbials
– later that day; eventually; after
many hours; at 4 o’clock, just
before nightfall.

Question

• Teacher in role as policeman,
asking Pinocchio a question.

• Gather a bank of question
openers – what? who? where?
why? when? are? how?

• Working in pairs, pupils to take
turns at being the policeman and
asking Pinocchio a question.

Repetition 
for effect

• Show the images of Pinocchio
running away past the policeman.

• Compile a list of superlatives
(‘er’ words) for his increasing
speed – quicker, faster, wilder,
swifter, speedier.

Time adverbials

Teacher model: Later that 
afternoon, he finished the puppet.

Repetition 
for effect

Teacher model: Pinocchio kept 
running, faster and faster and faster.

Question

Teacher model: “Where are you 
going?” said the policeman.

Time adverbials

Pupils to open their sentence with a 
time adverbial.  
HA: Deepen the moment.

Question

Add a question from the policeman 
in a story speech bubble.  
HA: Deepen the moment.

Repetition 
for effect

Repeat your ‘er’ word in the 
modelled structure.  
HA: Deepen the moment.

Sentence Stacking Lesson 2

Learning Objective:

To write effective sentences for our 
adventure story.

Steps to Success:
Time adverbials

Repetition for effect

Question

Pinocchio 
runs away

*HA = Higher Attainers
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DAY 4

A lesson 
for Pinocchio Plot Point 3

Initiate Model Enable

Time adverbials/Prefix

• Show the ‘foolish puppet’ picture 
(Pinocchio in armchair).

• Gather a bank of words that you 
can add the prefix 'un' to, e.g. 
loved, happy, certain, sure, able.

• Gather a bank of time adverbials 
to show it is the end of the day
– later, finally, at last, eventually, 
after some time, at midnight.

Sentence endings

• Show the image of Pinocchio
meeting the cricket.

• Share two different sentence
starters – 1. Naughty puppets…
2. Good puppets…

• Brainstorm sentence endings for
both – will never be real boys; can
become human boys.

Action  
(past tense)

• Use drama techniques to re-
enact Pinocchio’s journey from
the front door to the fireplace.

• Compile a bank of past tense
verbs for his movements –
skipped, ran, hopped, sprinted,
sat, flopped, collapsed, dropped,
relaxed, nestled, snuggled, dozed.

Time adverbials/Prefix

Teacher model: He was uncertain 
about who he was. Eventually, 
Pinocchio went home.

Action  
(past tense)

Teacher model: He skipped to the 
chair. He flopped on the chair. He 
snuggled on the chair.

Sentence endings

Teacher model: Naughty puppets do 
not become real boys.

Time adverbials/Prefix

Write a sentence that includes a 
word with the prefix 'un'. Open the 
second sentence with a time 
adverbial.  
HA: Deepen the moment.

Sentence endings

Using one of the sentence starters, 
create your own ending.  
HA: Deepen the moment.

Action  
(past tense)

Choose your favourite past tense 
verbs to use in this structure.  
HA: Deepen the moment.

Sentence Stacking Lesson 3

Learning Objective:

To write effective sentences for our 
adventure story.

Steps to Success:
Time adverbials

Action (past tense)

Sentence endings

A lesson 
for Pinocchio

*HA = Higher Attainers
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DAY 5

Puppet making

Experience Day (2)

Learning Objective:

To experience Pinocchio’s dilemma of wanting to 
be a real boy.

• Using a range of drama techniques, explore a conversation between Pinocchio and his 
maker about being a real boy.

• Discuss why you think he would want to be real.
• Explore the choices he can make as a human compared to as a puppet.
• Show a clip from the Disney film, when Pinocchio asks the fairy and cricket about being a 

real boy.

Experience sessions should be rinsed for vocabulary using The FANTASTICs
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DAY 6

Good boys go 
to school Plot Point 4

Initiate Model Enable

Dialogue

• Focus on two images (1. Gepetto carving 
Pinocchio and 2. The conversation at  
the breakfast table).

• Use communal voice to explore their 
conversation (TA to record ideas on 
large speech bubbles).

• Re-play the conversation with some 
story narration before it – e.g. It was 
time for Gepetto & Pinocchio to have  
an important conversation. It was 
Pinocchio who spoke first. He stuttered 
but said…

Using ‘because’  
in a sentence

• Share a range of photographs of 
boys engaging in activities such as 
swimming, cycling, football etc.

• Discuss what real boys do and  
how they behave.

Dialogue

• Re-play the drama conversation, 
this time capturing Gepetto’s 
replies on large speech bubbles.

• Examples of possible replies – 
you need to do what real boys 
do; you need to prove to me you 
won’t run away; you need to be 
a good boy; you need to follow 
our rules.

Dialogue
 
Teacher model: Pinocchio said,  
“I want to be a real boy.”

Dialogue

Teacher model: Gepetto said,  
“You need to be a good boy now.”

Using ‘because’  
in a sentence

Teacher model: “You need to go to 
school because that is what real 
boys do.”

Dialogue

Pupils to capture their idea in a 
Pinocchio speech bubble.  
HA: Deepen the moment.

Using ‘because’  
in a sentence

Include a ‘because’ conjunction in 
your sentence.  
HA: Deepen the moment.
prepositional phrases.

Dialogue

Pupils to capture their idea in a 
Gepetto speech bubble.  
HA: Deepen the moment.

Sentence Stacking Lesson 4

Learning Objective:

To write effective sentences for our  
adventure story.

Steps to Success:
Dialogue

Dialogue

Using ‘because’ in a sentence

Good boys go 
to school

*HA = Higher Attainers
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DAY 7

A very naughty 
puppet Plot Point 5

Initiate Model Enable

Adjectives

• Share the image of the well-
dressed man and gather
positive and negative adjectives
for him – positive (posh, chatty,
kind, friendly, approachable);
negative (old, nosey, odd,
strange, weird).

Adjectives

• Provide a bank of emphasis words
– very, incredibly, extremely,
exceptionally, extraordinarily.

• Gather a bank of synonyms for
‘naughty’ – bad, disobedient,
cheeky, mischievous, wicked.

Inner thoughts

• Display a picture of a ticket for
a show.

• Using freeze-framing and other
drama techniques, explore the
inner ‘naughty’ thoughts of
Pinocchio.

• Compile a list of these thoughts –
I want to go to the show; I want
to do what I want; I want to be a
real boy; I want to miss school.

Adjectives

Teacher model: Pinocchio met a 
friendly man.

Inner thoughts

Teacher model: ‘I want to go to the 
show,’ thought Pinocchio.

Adjectives

Teacher model: Pinocchio was very 
bad. Pinocchio was very, very bad. 
Pinocchio was very, very  
bad indeed.

Adjectives

Pupils to add a positive/negative 
adjective for the man.  
HA: Deepen the moment.

Adjectives

Choose an emphasis word and 
include a synonym for ‘naughty’. 
HA: Deepen the moment.

Inner thoughts

Write Pinocchio’s inner thoughts in a 
‘thinking bubble’.  
HA: Deepen the moment. 

Sentence Stacking Lesson 5

Learning Objective:

To write effective sentences for our 
adventure story.

Steps to Success:
Adjectives

Inner thoughts

Adjectives

A very 
naughty 
puppet

*HA = Higher Attainers
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DAY 8

An invitation for 
Pinocchio Plot Point 6

Initiate Model Enable

Simile

• Share the image of the performers.
• Introduce a ‘white’ colour thesaurus

and compile a list of words – pearl,
cloud, snow, polar bear, frost, swan,
milk, cotton.

Positive reply

• Share the picture of the clown
talking to Pinocchio.

• Using a freeze-frame technique,
gather a bank of positive
affirmations – Yes please! I’d love
to! What a great idea! Let’s go!
I’m excited!

Verbs 

• Compile banks of past tense
verbs for 1. Jumping off his chair
(leapt, sprang, shot) 2. Climbing
on stage (clambered, scrambled,
pounced) 3. Talking to the
puppets (chatted, whispered,
shouted, sang).

Simile

Teacher model: The puppets were 
white like fluffy polar bears.

Verbs 

Teacher model: He pounced off his 
chair. He clambered on the stage. 
He chatted to the puppets.

Positive reply

Provided sentence: “Do you want 
to come to the Land of Lost Toys?” 
asked the puppets.
Teacher model: “I would love to!” 
said Pinocchio.

Simile

Pupils to create a ‘white’ simile, 
including an adjective.  
HA: Deepen the moment. 

Positive reply

Add a positive reply, with an 
exclamation mark.  
HA: Deepen the moment.

Verbs 

Choose three past tense verbs to 
tell the story.  
HA: Deepen the moment.

Sentence Stacking Lesson 6

Learning Objective:

To write effective sentences for our 
adventure story.

Steps to Success:
Simile

Verbs (‘ed’)

Positive reply

An invitation 
for Pinocchio

*HA = Higher Attainers
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DAY 9

The land of 
lost toys

Experience Day (3)

Learning Objective:

To experience the Land of Lost Toys 
from the book.

• Explore how toys find themselves in the lost land.
• Talk about how children go through fads and phases with their favourite toys.
• Show a clip from the film, Toy Story 2, where Jessie’s owner grows up and abandons her

under the bed.
• Talk about how toys would feel about being unloved.

Experience sessions should be rinsed for vocabulary using The FANTASTICs
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DAY 10

Pinocchio 
tells a lie Plot Point 7

Initiate Model Enable

Onomatopoeia

• Share the image of Pinocchio
on the train in the Land of Lost
Toys, playing a soundscape of an
old-style train Teacher introduces
onomatopoeic words and children
repeat them back.

• Compile a bank of these words –
Rattle! Crash! Bang! Clatter! Clang! 
Thud! Whistle! Whoosh!

Repetition

• Share the image of Pinocchio’s
nose growing longer.

• Remind pupils of the emphasis
words from Day 7 – very,
especially, particularly, exceptionally.

Feelings

• Gather a bank of synonyms for
‘sad’ – unhappy, lonely, upset,
miserable, gloomy, tearful,
devastated, heartbroken.

Onomatopoeia

Teacher model: Rattle! Rattle! The 
train of lost toys was noisy.

Feelings

Teacher model: “I feel upset 
because no one loves me,” he lied.

Repetition

Teacher model: His nose grew big. 
His nose grew very big. His nose 
grew very, very big indeed.

Onomatopoeia

Pupils to choose their favourite 
onomatopoeic sound and repeat it, 
adding exclamation marks.  
HA: Deepen the moment. 

Repetition

Pupils to use their emphasis word in 
the modelled structure.  
HA: Deepen the moment.

Feelings 

Include a synonym for ‘sad’ and 
add extra information, using the 
conjunction ‘because’.  
HA: Deepen the moment.

Sentence Stacking Lesson 7

Learning Objective:

To write effective sentences for our 
adventure story.

Steps to Success:
Onomatopoeia

Feelings

Repetition for effect

Pinocchio 
tells a lie

*HA = Higher Attainers
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DAY 11

A helpful bird Plot Point 8

Initiate Model Enable

Show not tell

• Pupils in role as Pinocchio,
feeling worried.

• Discuss early warning signs that
you are nervous – sweaty palms,
racing heart, twisted stomach,
raised hairs on back of neck.

Adjectives

• Collect adjectives to describe
the boat – size (small, little, tiny,
miniscule); colour (beige, yellow,
brown, white); type of boat
(wooden, rowing,
floating, bobbing).

Verbs

• Show a YouTube clip of birds
flying over the sea

• Gather a bank of action verbs
to describe their movements –
glided, swooped, soared, flapped,
hovered, descended.

Show not tell

Teacher model: Pinocchio was 
worried. He felt his tummy twisting

Verbs

Teacher model: Suddenly, a bird 
glided down and flew Pinocchio to 
his dad.

Adjectives

Teacher model: Pinocchio saw his 
dad in a tiny, brown boat.

Show not tell

Show the reader a sign of 
Pinocchio’s nervousness.  
HA: Deepen the moment. 

Adjectives

Describe the boat using  
two adjectives.  
HA: Deepen the moment.

Verbs

Include a past tense verb for the 
bird’s movement.  
HA: Deepen the moment.

Sentence Stacking Lesson 8

Learning Objective:

To write effective sentences for our 
adventure story.

Steps to Success:
Show not tell

Verbs

Adjectives

A helpful bird

*HA = Higher Attainers
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DAY 12

Dangerous waters

Experience Day (4)

Learning Objective:

To experience a crisis at sea.

• Share the images of Pinocchio riding on the bird’s back and jumping into the sea.
• Pupils re-enact leaping from the bird’s back into the cold, chilly water and seeing the

terrible sea monster on the horizon.
• Use performance poetry techniques to gather descriptive words for the sea.
• Play the Jaws soundtrack to build suspense.
• Discuss how the children feel (a) when they see the looming creature and (b) just before

they are swallowed up.
• 

Experience sessions should be rinsed for vocabulary using The FANTASTICs
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DAY 13

Dad in trouble Plot Point 9

Initiate Model Enable

Adjectives

• Share the images of Pinocchio
jumping into the sea and the giant
sea beast.

• On a shade-o-meter, gather more
intensive synonyms for ‘big’ – huge,
enormous, massive, giant,
colossal, mammoth.

•  Compile alternative verbs for
the wave ‘covering’ the boat –
engulfed, swallowed, gobbled,
covered, drowned, overwhelmed.

Adjectives

• Zoom in on the image of the sea
creature’s mouth and focus on
what Pinocchio is faced with.

• Annotate the picture with the
children’s ideas (noun phrases) –
sharp, pointy, white teeth; smelly,
stinky, foul breath; large, wide
open mouth; huge, hungry eyes;
gloomy, dark, dingy tunnel.

Adjectives

• Bring containers of icy water
into the classroom for pupils to
immerse their hands in.

• Explore vocabulary for how it
feels to the touch – chilly, icy,
freezing, nippy, frosty,
arctic, bitter.

Adjectives

Teacher model: A giant wave rose 
up and swallowed the boat.

Adjectives

Teacher model: “I’ll save you dad!” 
yelled Pinocchio. He dived into the 
chilly water.

Adjectives

Teacher model: Suddenly, a terrible 
sea creature appeared from under 
the water. Pinocchio could see sharp 
teeth, big eyes and an open mouth.

Adjectives

Pupils to include their synonym 
for ‘big’ and a verb for the  
wave’s action.  
HA: Deepen the moment. 

Adjectives

Add three noun phrases about 
aspects of the sea beast.  
HA: Deepen the moment.

Adjectives

Include ‘cold’ adjectives.  
HA: Deepen the moment.

Sentence Stacking Lesson 9

Learning Objective:

To write effective sentences for our 
adventure story.

Steps to Success:
Adjectives

Adjectives

Adjectives

Dad in trouble

*HA = Higher Attainers
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DAY 14

Pinocchio 
the hero Plot Point 10

Initiate Model Enable

Questions

• Share the images from inside the
sea creature.

• Through drama techniques, explore
the inner thoughts of Pinocchio –
Where am I? Why am I here? What
is this creature? Where is my dad?
What can I hear?

Verbs

• Using a shade-o-meter, gather
more and less intense words
for ‘looked’ – peered, peeked,
glimpsed, glanced, stared, glared.

Simile

• Share a ‘black’ colour thesaurus
and compile a list of comparison
words – night, coal, liquorice,
tunnel, black bear, blackbird, ink,
spider, witch’s cat.

Questions

Teacher model: ‘Where am I?’ 
thought Pinocchio.

Simile

Teacher model: Pinocchio looked 
around. It was as dark as night.

Verbs

Teacher model: Pinocchio peered 
and saw his dad. 
Provided sentences: Pinocchio was 
so happy to see his dad. “I’m sorry I 
was so naughty,” Pinocchio said.

Questions

Include Pinocchio’s inner thoughts 
as a question.  
HA: Deepen the moment. 

Verbs

Add your alternative word f 
or ‘looked’.  
HA: Deepen the moment.

Simile

Create your own simile for t 
he darkness.  
HA: Deepen the moment.

Sentence Stacking Lesson 10

Learning Objective:

To write effective sentences for our 
adventure story.

Steps to Success:
Questions

Simile

Verbs

Pinocchio 
the hero

*HA = Higher Attainers
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DAY 15

A real boy at last Plot Point 11

Initiate Model Enable

Adjectives

• Using a range of drama
techniques, pupils to imagine
being inside the giant sea beast.

• Gather a bank of words –
squelchy, soft, bouncy, wiggly,
shaky, wet, warm.

• Compile a list of ‘smelly’ words –
fishy, smelly, stinky, pungent.

Story endings

• Talk about how writers use
summary words to end stories –
happily ever after, so it became,
at last, in the end, the moral of
the story is.

Time adverbials

• Re-cap on time adverbials and
choose the best ones for the
end of a story – finally, at last,
eventually, at long last.

Adjectives

Teacher model: They walked along 
the shaky, bony tunnel.

Time adverbials

Teacher model: Finally, they were 
safely home.
Provided sentence: “You’re a good 
puppet,” said Gepetto.

Story endings

Teacher model: In the end, Pinocchio 
promised to be good and became a 
real boy.

Adjectives

Pupils to include two adjectives 
before the noun.  
HA: Deepen the moment. 

Story endings

Complete a sentence beginning 
‘In the end’ to finish your story.  
HA: Deepen the moment.

Time adverbials

Open your sentence with a 
time adverbial.  
HA: Deepen the moment.

Sentence Stacking Lesson 11

Learning Objective:

To write effective sentences for our 
adventure story.

Steps to Success:
Adjectives

Time adverbials

Story endings

A real boy 
at last

*HA = Higher Attainers
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Appendix
Please find enclosed :

Teacher Model

Guidance on a Teaching Sequence for 
Independent Writing.

Guidance on success criteria.

A blank narrative journey map or a blank non-fiction 
journey map.

Pupil pathway from planning to independent writing.

Guidance on editing.

Any other related materials to the teaching of this unit. 
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Teacher Model

Once upon a time there was an old puppet maker called Gepetto. He began carving a puppet   

but its nose got pointier and pointier and pointier. Gepetto was shocked. Later that afternoon, he 

finished the puppet. 

Pinocchio kept running, faster and faster and faster.  

“Where are you going?” said the policeman. He was uncertain about who he was. Eventually, 

Pinocchio went home. He was uncertain about who he was. He skipped to the chair. He flopped on 

the chair. He snuggled on the chair. Naughty puppets do not become real boys. Pinocchio said, “I 

want to be a real boy.” 

Gepetto said, “You need to be a good boy now.” “You need to go to school because that is what 

real boys do.”

Pinocchio met a friendly man. 

‘I want to go to the show,’ thought Pinocchio. Pinocchio was very bad. Pinocchio was very, very 

bad. Pinocchio was very, very bad indeed.

The puppets were white like fluffy polar bears. He pounced off his chair. He clambered on  

the stage. He chatted to the puppets.  

"Do you want to come to the land of lost toys?" asked the puppets. 

“I would love to!” said Pinocchio. Rattle! Rattle! The train of lost toys was noisy.  

“I feel upset because no one loves me,” he lied. His nose grew big. His nose grew very big. His 

nose grew very, very big indeed. Pinocchio was worried. He felt his tummy twisting. Suddenly, a 

bird glided down and flew Pinocchio to his dad. Pinocchio saw his dad in a tiny, brown boat. A 

giant wave rose up and swallowed the boat. 

“I’ll save you dad!” yelled Pinocchio. He dived into the chilly water. Suddenly, a terrible sea 

creature appeared from under the water. Pinocchio could see sharp teeth, big eyes and an open 

mouth. 

‘Where am I?’ thought Pinocchio. Pinocchio was so happy to see his Dad. 

Pinocchio looked around. It was as dark as night. Pinocchio peered and saw his dad.  

"I'm sorry I was so naughty" Pinocchio said. They walked along the shaky, bony tunnel.  

Finally, they were safely home. In the end, Pinocchio promised to be good and became a real boy.
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Teaching Sequence for Independent Writing
(Reference to STA: 2018 Teacher Assessment Guidance KS2)

RECAP 
SENTENCE 
STACK – 

“AUDIENCE + 
PURPOSE”

Key features:

Clarify writer’s
intent.

Sharpen purpose.
Consider

overall impact - 
effective aspects.

“The national 
curriculum is clear 
that writing should 
also be produced 

through discussion 
with the teachers

and peers.”

DRAW OUT 
SUCCESS 
CRITERIA

Key features:

Co-construct
success criteria

from unit of work.
Do provide
examples.

Story - 9 plot 
points

= 9 success
criteria/non-

fiction.
8 shapes =

8 success criteria.

“Using success
criteria does not 

mean that a pupil’s 
writing is not 

independent; they 
would simply need 
to avoid modelling 
or over scaffolding 

the expected 
outcome.”

EXPERIENCE

Key features:

Memorable.
Stimulates 

imagination (story).
Build knowledge 

(non-fiction).

“Emerges from a 
text, topic, visit, or 

curriculum
experience in

which pupils have 
had opportunities

to discuss and 
rehearse what

is to be
written about.”

PLAN
WRITING

Key features:

Use maths paper.
Plot success 

criteria.
Consider writing 
ideas, techniques 

and grammar.

“Enables pupils
to use their

own ideas and 
provides them

with an element
of choice, 

for example
writing from

the perspective
of a character 

they have chosen 
themselves.”

INDEPENDENT 
WRITING

Key features:

Paced out
chunks of time.

In silence.
Chance to

build stamina.
“Pupils writing

upon which 
teachers base 

their judgements 
must be produced 

independently.”

TEACHER 
MARKS FOR 

EDITING

Key features:

All work marked 
through the three 
ways of editing.
Pupils not told

how to improve.
Teacher models

good editing 
processes with an 
exemplified piece.

“...not independent 
when the pupil has 

been directed to 
change specific 
words.. or when 
incorrectly spelt

words have been 
identified.”

PUPILS EDIT
WORK

Key features:

Interrogate work 
through five
lenses e.g.. 
Spelling,

punctuation,
re-read, rewrites,

add more.
Provide quality 
time to make 
amendments.

Pupils are clear
about different 
strategies for 
improvement.

“has been edited, 
if required by the 
pupil without the 

support of the 
teacher, although 

this may be in 
response to self, 

peer or group 
evaluation.”

FINAL 
JUDGEMENT

Key features:

Quick comparative 
judgement.
Intensive

assessment of
‘grey’ area writing.
Weaknesses fed

into next
teaching cycle.

“ a degree of 
subjectivity is

needed to
assess it.

Teachers are 
therefore 

afforded more 
flexibility in
reaching a
rounded

judgement.”

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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Success Criteria
Pupils should be provided with success criteria prior to independent writing. 
Success criteria should be chosen from the teaching points covered in a unit 

and could be identified together by looking at your class Sentence Stack.

Example Use this space to set or negotiate success 
criteria with your class.

Example

1. Feelings
(Add description)

2. Noticing
(Add description)

3. Punctuation

4. Complex
 Sentence

5. Repetition
(Power of 3)

6. Personification

Success criteria should include a mix from the ‘Three Zones of Writing‘.

Please ensure that success criteria does not include examples. Please also ensure that there is 
no modelling or over scaffolding during the Independent Writing Teacher Sequence. 
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Narrative Map
This is a blank planning grid for you to plan your character and plot point sequence. 

(Please decide how many plot points are needed before asking children to start planning.)  +10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

-10

Character

To understand how to 
use this map, please 
read the page titled 
‘Narrative Journey’.

Character
Lows

Character
Highs
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Pupil Pathway... 
from planning to independent writing

Step 1:  Plot points

Pupils use a blank narrative
map to plan their plot points.

Step 2:  Success criteria plotting

Position success criteria with 
negative / positive intent on 
the map.

• Positive fronted adverbial
• Negative simile 

Step 3: Planning sentences to deliver success criteria

Sentences can be added to the narrative map e.g. 

Positive fronted adverbial 

High in the sky, Ben watched the bird soar gracefully in the shafts of sunlight.

Steps 4 and 5: Independent writing.

Pupils to be made aware that a plot point should make a paragraph. Children should spend 
time writing in silence.

Fronted adverbial

Simile
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Editing Independent Writing

Once the independent writing process is over, it is important pupils are given space and time 
to edit their work. Pupils need to be aware that there are different ways they can improve 
their writing.

E1 Edit: The Revise

Edit Type 1: These are often “little” adjustments or changes and tend to fall into one of these 
categories.

                 

E2 Edit: The Rewrite

Edit Type 2: This is crucial and particularly for primary age pupils’ thinking needs to be 
attached to sentence rewrites.  A rewrite would be appropriate if a sentence doesn’t make 
sense, could be restructured or generally improved.

E3 Edit: The Reimagine

Edit Type 3: This is when a writer wants to add more sentences to develop an idea further. 
Pupils are often resistant about adding more as it presents the problem of where to fit 
additional sentences. This is an ideal opportunity to train pupils to use ‘editing flaps’.

Editing flaps are extra pieces of paper that stick onto their writing and show the additional 
sentences added into their work.

Spelling Missed or additional words Punctuation
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Digital and print versions are available to buy from our online shop

Print version
www.thetrainingspace.co.uk/product/the-writing-rainbow-poster/

Digital download
www.thetrainingspace.co.uk/product/writing-rainbow-poster-electronic-version-for-

whiteboard-use/

The Writing Rainbow
A visual display of ‘The Three Zones of Writing’

The Writing Rainbow offers a complete view of ‘The Write Stuff’ methods and systems. This 
is an excellent tool for teachers and pupils that have adopted the approaches found in Jane 
Considine’s book ’The Write Stuff’.

The poster is perfect for working walls; to add pupil and author examples of sentence 
types and structures, e.g. a complex/multi-clause sentence, a simile sentence. The poster 
is organised into three tiers to match the ‘Three Zones of Writing’; the FANTASTICs, the 
Grammaristics and the Boomtastics. 

The Writing Rainbow provides guidance for pupils writing at greater depth. Pupils familiar 
with this poster use it as a visual reminder of the wealth of ways they can showcase flair and 
select a focus for Deepen the Moment. 

The poster is also a bright and colourful reminder that can be referred to during 
demonstration writing.

www.thetrainingspace.co.uk/product/the-writing-rainbow-poster/
www.thetrainingspace.co.uk/product/writing-rainbow-poster-electronic-version-for-whiteboard-use/
www.thetrainingspace.co.uk/product/writing-rainbow-poster-electronic-version-for-whiteboard-use/

