Outdoor
Learning

Rabbit Class
Autumn 2

News!

We discussed what evergreen
plants we could identify and
then used a variety of
evergreens to make our own
paintbrushes. We
experimented with different
materials and techniques and
tested our paintbrushes out
on our easels tied to the
fence. It was a bit messy, but
lots of fun!

Chestnut Class
Autumn 1

To warm up we played an
energetic game of ‘Sunshine and
Icicles’. The icicles had to work
together to freeze the players and
the sunshines had to work
together to unfreeze the players
who had been frozen.

We warmed up with a game of
‘Buckets and Umbrellas’. The
umbrella team had to work
together quickly to make as
many umbrellas from the
cones as possible and the
bucket team had to make as
many buckets as possible.

We always love to explore
and discover new things in
the outdoor learning area.
Here we discovered a
growth of fungi.

This week we were considering what
happens to birds and how they survive the
winter. We made some bird food kebabs to
hang in our bird feeder tree to attract birds
to our school. We are also making a bird
hide where we can do some bird watching.
These activities will go towards completing
the wild challenge ran by the RSPB. We also
enjoyed trying on the bird costumes and
pretending to fly!

This week we were busy
constructing a live willow
tunnel from cuttings. The
cuttings have been planted
and tied and hopefully we
should have new growth in
the Spring. The children are
really enjoying playing in and
around the tunnel.

We played several different stalking games. We started
by practicing how an animal might stalk their prey. We
then selected four predators who had to sneak up on
the blindfolded prey. If the prey didn’t sense the
presence of the predator, they were out and had to
crouch down. After a few rounds we played ‘Wildcats
Stalking’, where we had to work together to stalk a prey
animal (one of the children pretending to be a rabbit), if
we were heard we had to go back to the start. We were
learning how to move quietly and how to listen carefully
and be aware of our environment.

We were learning about animal tracking
and looking for evidence that different
animals have been present. We found lots
of examples such as mole hills, poo,
feathers, holes in the ground, the bird
food kebabs made the following week had
been demolished and some leaves had
been nibbled.

As it was Valentine’s day this
week, we participated in a
heart shape nature scavenger
hunt and found a stone that
was a perfect heart shape. We
also made ‘Friendship Rocks’, to
give away to our friends.

We played the weather warm
up game. We walked when it
was cloudy, ran when it was
windy, skipped when it was
sunny, hopped when it was
rainy, jumped when it was
stormy and spun like
snowflakes when it was
snowing.
We are enjoying playing,
exploring and discovering in two
of our new areas in outdoor
learning, the mud pit and the bird
hide.

