Outdoor
Learning

News!

It was very exciting to
back in our outdoor
learning area after such a
long break. There were
some new areas to
explore including a
butterfly garden, a herb
garden, a fire circle, a
performance stage and a
numeracy area’.

We played a listening game, called the ‘Animal
Actions’ game. The children had to listen carefully
and pretend to be different animals. However, if
one was called that doesn’t make sense e.g. fly
like a fish they had to freeze. We also played
‘Animal Partners’, where the children had to act
like the animal on their card and try to find their
animal partner among the class. So the children
were having to listen and observe each others'
actions very carefully in order to find their
partners.
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In our first session we focussed
on exploring using our sense of
smell. We learnt to identify
several herbs and other smelly
plants. We then used our sense
of smell to make some smelly
cocktails from some of the
plants we had discovered and
plan to plant in our herb garden
in the Spring.

We played some Autumn themed
team games. The conker team
had to turn the cards conker side
up and the acorn team had to
turn the cards acorn side up. We
also played a game called
‘Squirrels in a Tree’, we had to
think quickly and work together
to make sure the correct number
of squirrels were in the tree
before the owl came.

We looked at lots of
different types of leaves
and investigated what
trees and plants the leaves
came from. We then used
colour charts to see if we
could match all the many
shades of green.

We read a story about the life cycle
of an oak tree and then investigated
how an acorn grows from a tiny
acorn to a large oak tree. We
looked at a bowl of acorns and made
observations and predictions as to
how this might happen. We tested
an acorn in water to see if it was
suitable for planting and if it was, we
planted it in a pot of compost.
Acorns take a long time to
germinate but we plan to observe
every few weeks and
note/measure/record changes. We
also modelled the life cycle of an oak
tree using play dough.

We played a game called
rabbits and foxes, we had
to think quickly and work
together to make sure the
correct number of rabbits
were in the hole before the
fox took us to his den, the
other rabbits could work
together to free us if we
were caught.

We played a fun game of ‘Flora
and Fauna Pop’. We had to think
of a particular category e.g.
animals that can fly, if we couldn’t
think of one or if we said one that
had already been said, the chain
was broken, and we jumped in
the air and clapped our hands.
We are learning to categorise and
think quickly. We then talked
about the anatomy of an insect
and discussed the differences
between insects, arachnids and –
pedes. We used a different
colour to colour each category on
our laminated colouring sheets.

We are always really
inquisitive and keen to
explore and to find out
more about our
discoveries. For example,
when we found a feather,
we talked about what type
of bird it might have come
from and how the feather
keeps the bird dry.

We also love to jump and
climb on the tyres. We hope
to add some buried tyres this
half term and a bridge. We
have also been practicing
sounding out our mud words
in the mud play area and
plan to write some ‘mud’
poetry in the next half term.

In celebration of Autumn and Halloween
we played a fun and energetic game of
‘Pie Eater’ tag. The pie eater in the
middle had to decide if they wanted to
eat apple pie or pumpkin pie and those
pies then had to try and run across
without being ‘eaten’. We were learning
to work as team, negotiate and improve
our agility.

We practiced playing a few
rounds of ‘Flora and Fauna’ pop.
We then learnt about the
anatomy of an insect and
designed our own insects using
loose parts such as sticks, leaves,
beads and fabric pieces. Our
creations were amazing, and we
worked really hard to make sure
they were anatomically correct.

We are always
busy in the mud
kitchen with a
recipe on the go!

