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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope that everyone was able to wrap up warm and safely enjoy fireworks 
and bonfires over the weekend.  The children have been excitedly telling 
me about the loud rockets and whizzing Catherine wheels they saw.   
 
Last half term, the children and teachers at White House Farm Primary 
School were focusing on Respect and Determination as part of the 
school’s ‘elements for nurturing growth.’  We were delighted at how 
enthusiastic all the children were about our new elements as well as the 
school’s new behaviour and reward system.  Many of the children have 
already collected merits, certificates and ‘secret star awards’ because of 
their respectful behaviour and determined attitudes to learning last half 
term.  
 
This half term we are focusing on Curiosity and Courage:- 
 

Curiosity: wanting to know more about something through 
research and interaction.  We want our children to seek new 
information, interact with their environment and the people who 
surround them as well as asking questions such as “why?” or 
“how?”   
Courage: We want our children to try new things even if they are 
scared, like learning to ride a bike or entering a new social 
situation.  We want them to do the ‘right’ thing in difficult 
situations, like standing up for another child or telling the truth 
even when it is hard to do so.   
 

We are creating a display in school which shows how the children are 
being respectful, determined, curious and courageous and would love to 
add extra pictures and information from home.  If your child shows one of 
our ‘elements for nurturing growth’ at home, please share it with the class 
teacher or send the school office an email so that we can celebrate it in 
school too.  
 
Thank you all for your continued support.  
 
Mr Copping,                                                                                                                                                                            
Head Teacher 
 
 

 

November 2021 

Upcoming dates for this 

month are:   

Thursday 11th November – 

Poppy Run 10.30am on 

school playground 

Friday 19th November – 

Children in need – Non 

uniform (£1.00 donation) 

Reminders 

Poppy Run – if you would like to 
attend the school Poppy Run on 
Thursday 11th November, please 
contact the school office 

Packed Lunch Menu – we will be 
now be offering school packed 
lunches 

Naming clothes – please 
remember to name each item of 
uniform for your child to ensure 
any lost property can be 
returned. 

Parent Consultations – sign up 
sheets are outside classrooms 
for morning and afternoon drop 
off/collections.  Or you can call 
the school office. 

 

Certificates awarded to 

children displaying our 

school values of Respect 

and Determination 

 

Adelyn C, Nico R       

Freddie P, Liam R       

Jessica W, Alex P, Kaia R 

Penelope H, Jayden S 

Ruben H, Charlie H     

Elianna D, Frances K, Alex P     

Henley W and Mila J 



 
 
Covid-19 update  
 
Last week the school sent an email to outline a few changes to our Covid-19 risk assessments, in line with advice 
from the Director of Public Health for Norfolk Dr Louise Smith.  To reiterate:  
 
Following yesterday’s guidance White House Farm Primary School will:   

• Ask that all children who are a close contact of someone with Covid-19 (parent / sibling) to take a PCR test 
and only return to school once a negative result has been returned.  

• Ensure that staff socially distance in communal areas – staff room  
•  Move larger staff meetings online  
•  Cancel all non-essential events where parents visit the school  

 
This means that the following events have been amended:  

• Parents evening meetings will be online. These are scheduled for Monday 15th and Tuesday 16th November. 
Further information regarding booking a time slot and zoom links will be sent to all parents tomorrow  

• Parent mornings (FUDGE) scheduled for the week beginning 22nd November will be cancelled due to a 
larger number of people in a confined indoor space. We will look to reschedule these during the Spring 
term  

• Royal British Legion Poppy Run scheduled for Thursday 11th November 2021 - 10.30am. This will still go 
ahead, outside, including the minutes silence  

• Open Day visits for September 2022 intake. These will still take place in small groups, after school on the 
following days: - Monday 8th November - Friday 12th November - Monday 6th December  

• Reception Christmas Productions scheduled for Monday 13th and Tuesday 14th December. We know that 
many parents will have been looking forward to seeing their children perform. Therefore, we will make a 
final decision about whether to invite parents in to watch live or to share a recording by Monday 
29th November. The school will take guidance from Sapientia Education Trust’s Health and Safety Officer as 
well as considering infection rates in the local area  

• Year 1 and 2 Carol singing scheduled for the 14th of December. This will continue to take place but will be 
held outside.  

 
We also ask that any adults coming into the school building, including the office and reception area, wear a 
facemask.   
 
Children in Need  
This year’s Children in Need will take place on Friday 19th November 2021.  To support this we would like to invite 
the children to come to school in non-school uniform.  We ask that all children make a donation of £1.00 which will 
be collected at their classroom door during morning drop off.  
 
Attendance   
Last week’s average attendance was 93.27%.  As a school we are always striving for 100%. 
  
Sometimes it is unavoidable that your child misses school.  This may be because of illness or a family emergency. 
This will not badly affect your child’s education.  However, if your child’s attendance starts to slip, the negative 
affect might increase because;   

• It is hard for children to catch up on work missed.  This quickly affects their learning and leaves gaps in 
their understanding.  

• It gets in the way of building strong, positive friendships.  
• They miss out on the rules, structure, and routines of school. 
• They’re likely to be less active and not get into health habits important for physical and mental wellbeing.  

 



 

Regular school attendance is essential if children are to achieve their full potential.  Research commissioned by the 
Department for Education shows missing school for even a day can mean a child is less likely to achieve good 
grades, which can have a damaging effect on their life chances.    
 
As outlined in White House Farm Primary Schools Attendance Policy: 

‘A pupil becomes a ‘persistent absentee’ (PA) when their attendance drops to 90% and below for any 
reason. Over a full academic year this would be 38 sessions (19 days). Absence at this level is causing 
considerable damage to a child’s educational prospects. The attendance of all pupils at our school are 
monitored to identify children who are PA, or are on track to becoming PA. Where emerging concerns are 
identified we will instigate appropriate and timely interventions. Referrals may also be made to external 
agencies for targeted support.’  
  

A reminder that lessons start at 8:50am.  If for any reason you arrive after this time, you must report to the school 
office as the classroom doors will be closed and lessons will have started.   
  
Mr Tempesta will be on the school gate to ensure that any parents who have dropped off on time are able to leave 
the site, however anyone arriving after 8:50 am should go directly to the school office.  
  
Packed Lunch Menu 
The school is now able to offer two packed lunch options as part of our lunch menu and attached is the current 
menu.  Please ensure you talk to your child about their lunch choices each day and encourage them to have a hot 
dinner wherever possible.  However we understand that some children will prefer packed lunches on certain days. 
 
A message from Broadland District Council and South Norfolk Council 
Broadland District Council and South Norfolk Council have asked if we can share the following information relating 
to financial assistance available to families in these districts. Please see below for more information:- 
  

The Councils are currently holding funds in excess of £200,000 to assist families in hardship.  These monies 
will be available until 31st March 2022 or until the allocation is spent, whichever is earlier.  Where a school 
identifies that a family is in need this will be accepted by the Councils without further need for verification. 
Individual grants are not cash limited.  Where a need is identified by a school it is proposed that the 
Councils transfer the monies to the school who can then assist the family directly. 

  
Access to funds is via our online referral form (link below).  Please complete the form showing clearly that 
this is an application to the HOUSEHOLD SUPPORT FUND.  Please include details of the parent and at least 
one of the children involved. Please specify the amount of funds required.  Please include details of your 
school bank account to which funds should be transferred.  You will be notified when funds have been 
transferred, usually within one week of application. 

  
If you require any further information or advice, please call the Councils’ Help Hubs: 

  
Broadland 01603 430431 
South Norfolk 01508 533933 

  
https://forms.south-norfolk.gov.uk/pub/RequestForSupport.ofml?Prepopulate=true&Request=Early%20Help 
 

A summary of attachments with today’s newsletter:  

• Packed Lunch Menu 
• November Online Safety Newsletter 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.south-norfolk.gov.uk%2Fpub%2FRequestForSupport.ofml%3FPrepopulate%3Dtrue%26Request%3DEarly%2520Help&data=04%7C01%7Cm.copping%40whf.set.education%7Ccd8c2614364340761da108d99e023498%7Ce149e10c3d5e48d5be320cec1b9d148b%7C0%7C0%7C637714554572120783%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=EZI9%2BIiUFIbt440wXEnfxi9RXpJKtzugLKf1iuGl0LA%3D&reserved=0


 
 
 
What is Safeguarding?   
 
As we have welcomed many new students and families at the start of this academic year, we thought it would be a 
timely to remind all parents and carers about how safeguarding is carried out at White House Farm Primary 
School.  
 
Safeguarding means that our staff should:   

• Protect children from harm.  
• Ensure nothing stops a child being healthy or developing properly.  
• Make sure children are safely looked after.  
• Ensure children have the best life chances and can grow up happy and successful.   

 
Our staff will help children in the following ways:   

• We will try to provide a safe environment for children to learn in.  
• We will do our best to spot if there is a problem.  All our staff have had training on how to do this.  
• Where necessary, we will work with other agencies to help protect children and support them and their 

families.  
• We will listen to children if they want to talk to us and need our help.  We will always take a child seriously 

and respect their wishes and feelings.   
 
What should a child do if they are worried?   
 
They can talk to any member of staff they trust.  There are also several staff who are specifically trained and 
responsible for helping children and young people if they feel unsafe, they are known as Designated Safeguarding 
Leads (DSLs).  Our Lead DSL is Mr Copping, and our two deputy DSL’s are Miss McIntosh and Mrs Norris.   
All DSLs names and contact details can be found on our safeguarding poster which is placed in reception, 
classrooms, corridors and across the school.  
We want to remind all parents and carers what they should do if they have concerns about their child. This could 
include:   

• concerns over a change in behaviour  
• a recent bereavement  
• home issues  
• poor mental health   

 
Sharing this information with a member of staff will mean that we can offer some advice or signposting to 
additional support.  The information will only be shared within the school on a need-to-know basis and where it is 
in the best interests of the pupil.  This will mean that we are able to fully understand the circumstances that might 
be impacting the child and provide the best possible care to them whilst they are at our school.  
 
Where can I seek support for my child’s mental health and emotional wellbeing?  
 
Just One Norfolk Just One Norfolk has support and advice for all young people and their families in Norfolk. Call 
0300 300 0123. This is the ‘go to’ health website for Norfolk.   
https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/   
 

 

 

https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/


 

Message from Miss Nicholls 

 

Thank you to all the children in Year One who joined in keeping track of their 6 weeks of extra activity outside of 
school.  It was great to look through the diaries to see all the different ways of squeezing in an extra 1 hour of 
activity.  Lots of riding bikes without stabilisers, running to the park, walking to see friends and standing on one leg 
whilst brushing your teeth!  Great for your core muscles and balance.  Well done Rabbit class - keep it up. 
 

 

News from the classrooms 

 
Squirrel class have had a great first week back at school.   

 
They all came bounding through the door on Monday morning with 

a great big smile on their face, ready to start the new half 
term of learning.  A highlight of the past week was learning 
about the celebration of Diwali.  The children enjoyed 
making Rangoli patterns, mehndi designs on hand 
templates, making salt dough diya lamps and retelling the 
story of Rama and Sita using puppets. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

In Hedgehog class, the children liked 

watching the new climbing wall panels being 

installed and have enjoyed trying these out. 

 

 

 

 

 

In Rabbit class we have had a busy week.  In our Computing learning we have been using the laptops and Ipads to 
draw different pictures on the Paintz software.  We have been exploring charcoal and talking about how the shades 

can be made lighter and darker in Art and in Maths we have had great fun using a range of 
different concrete resources to support 
us with our part part whole models. 
 
All Rabbits have really impressed me 
with returning after half term!  
Fantastic focus and learning happening 
in our Year 1 classroom. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Owl class have had a busy start to this half term!  We have started a new art topic which focuses on colour mixing.  

We were set a challenge to 
see how many different 
shades of green we can 
make using only blue, 
yellow and white paint. 
 
In maths we continue to 
focus on developing our 
knowledge and 
understanding of number. 
We learnt what it means to 
subitise – ask us what this 

word means and we can explain it to you!  We have also started to use a new resource called a Rekenrek to 
support us in finding number pairs.  We really enjoyed using the Rekenreks and will continue to use them through 
this half term. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from After School Club 

 

 
 
 

We had a lovely end to the term with lots of 
Autumn and Halloween craft in our last week.  We 
made pumpkin and monster puppets, made dangly 
bats and trick or treat tins too.  We ended the term 
with a little Halloween party where we played 
games such as pin the spider on the web and 
mummies.  The children all enjoyed dressing up and 
had a great time. 
 
We look forward to this half term where we will be 
doing various crafts and activities including Bonfire 
Night, Remembrance Sunday, Children in Need and 
Christmas. 
 



 

 

 

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

               

 

 

 

Diary Dates         

 
 
 

11th November Poppy Run – 10.30am on school playground 

15th and 16th November Parent Consultations – 1.15pm-7.30pm (online only) – Please sign up at the 

classroom or via the school office 

18th November  Y1 – Rabbit class trip to Norwich Gymnastic Club (morning only) 

19th November Children in Need – non uniform day - £1.00 donation 

22nd November Parent/Child activity morning – Squirrel Class – POSTPONED 

24th November Parent/Child activity morning – Hedgehog Class – POSTPONED  

25th November Parent/Child activity morning – Rabbit Class – POSTPONED 

13th and 14th December Reception Christmas Production – 1.30pm – TBC  

14th December Rabbit and Owl Classes Christmas Carols around the tree – 2.45pm – 

confirmation with further details to follow in due course 

15th December Christmas Lunch 

17th December Christmas Jumper Day and Last Day of Term 

 

School re-opens on Wednesday 5th January 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   


