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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Since the children returned to school just over a week ago, it has been 
fantastic to see so many of them with the same enthusiasm that they 
ended the Autumn term with.  Lots of the children have been eager to 
discuss the new topics in each of their subjects and many have been keen 
to tell me how close they already are to hitting the 20-merit mark for their 
Gold Certificates!  I can’t wait to celebrate more success with all the pupils 
over the next half term! 
 
 

Covid-19 Updates 
 
Changes to the self-isolation period for those who test positive for COVID-

19  

From Monday 17th January, people who are self-isolating with COVID-19 

will have the option to reduce their isolation period after 5 full days if they 

test negative with a lateral flow device (LFD) test on both day 5 and day 6 

and they do not have a high temperature. For example: 

-  If your child tests negative on the morning of day 5 and the 

morning of day 6, then your child can go back to their education or 

childcare setting immediately on day 6.  

- The first test must be taken no earlier than on day 5 of the self-

isolation period, and the second must be taken at least 24 hours later. 

- All test results should be reported to NHS Test and Trace.  

 

If the result of either of the tests is positive, they should continue to self-

isolate until they get negative results from two LFD tests on consecutive 

days or until they have completed 10 full days of self-isolation, whichever 

is earliest.  

Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests or anyone who continues to have 

a temperature will need to complete the full 10-day period of self-

isolation.  

 

 

January 2022 

Please ensure your child 

always has their PE Kit in 

school – as a reminder the 

days for each class are: 

Monday – Owls                              

Tuesday – Rabbits                                    

Wednesday – Owls                       

Thursday – Hedgehogs                 

Friday – Rabbits and Squirrels  

PE is part of the National 

Curriculum 

 

Reminders 
 

Home learning due to Covid - 

If your child is isolating due to 

Covid-19, please ensure that 

you access any home learning 

through Tapestry and Teams.   
 

Board Games Club – if your 

child would like to join the 

Monday club please email the 

school office as there are 

limited spaces 

Census Day – there will be a 

lunch menu change on 

Thursday 20th January  

Y1 and Y2 – please ensure 

your child has shorts for PE as 

tracksuit bottoms are 

unsuitable for the current 

topic. 
 

 

 

 

 

Certificates awarded to 

children displaying our 

school values of Reflection 

and Resilience 

 

Lyla F, Liam R, Alfie H,  

Clark K, Freddie M, Ruby N, 

Andy P, Hugo W and 

Henley W 

 

Gold Merit Award 

 

Leo F and Finn L 



 
 
You are not required to take a confirmatory PCR test if you test positive on a LFD.  However, you should continue to 

book a PCR test if you have symptoms of Covid-19.  

Further information on self-isolation for those with COVID-19 is available by following the link within the main body 

of the email attached to this letter. 

Changes to class bubbles 

As a result of the number of Covid-19 infections reducing both nationally and in school, we have decided to remove 

the class bubbles put in place before the Christmas holidays.  From today we will operate in two bubbles; a 

reception bubble (Squirrels and Hedgehogs) and a KS1 (Rabbits and Owls) bubble.  This will allow the children in 

Reception to mix as well as allowing staff to move between classes to support the teachers across the key stage. 

Events and visitors 

We were delighted to restart both the board game and karate clubs for KS1 last week.  We are hoping to start 

additional clubs in the coming weeks as well as inviting parents into school to share their children’s learning.  Dates 

for extra clubs and events will be shared in next Monday’s newsletter as well as information regarding parent 

consultation meetings for the Spring term. 

 

Curriculum 
 
For an overview of the subjects and topics covered this half term please visit the school’s curriculum page and 
follow the links to the Reception and KS1 Curriculum Maps 
https://www.whitehousefarmprimary.org/1217/curriculum-overview-1  
 
Reception 
This half term our topic of learning is Dinosaurs.  The children will find out about how dinosaurs were discovered, 
and how we can learn facts about them from their fossils.  We will look at the various types of dinosaurs, their body 
parts, diets and behaviours.  All the facts that we learn will help us to create non-fiction chronological reports in 
our Literacy lessons, before moving on to writing our own stories about a dinosaur coming to tea (based on The 
Tiger Who Came To Tea by Judith Kerr).  In maths we will be focusing on the numbers to 10.  This will include 
counting, reading, writing, comparing and adding numbers within 10.  
 
Alongside all of this exciting learning, the children will look at different celebrations in their RE lessons including 
Chinese New Year and Holi, encourage each other to achieve their goals as part of our Jigsaw (PSHE) lessons and 
focus on dance in PE lessons.  Please ensure that children's earrings are taken out on PE days and that hair is tied 
back.  
 
Year One 
In Rabbits this half term we have an exciting half term ahead.  We are going to be investigating different types of 
weather and explaining how it can change our feelings.  Rabbits will also be exploring different skills using a word 
processor on our exciting new laptops.  During our PE learning we are going to be taking part in yoga sessions 
which will also help us with one of our new values, reflection.  There will be lots of other exciting topics to explore 
alongside these. 
 
Year Two 
In Owl class we have a busy term full of exciting new topics in each of our curriculum subjects.  In Science we will 

be exploring the basic needs of animals, including humans, for survival (water, food and air) as well as how animals 

obtain their food from plants and other animals through simple food chains.  During our Geography unit on ‘Why 

don’t penguins need to fly?’ we will investigate the key geographical features of the Antarctic environment and the 

ways in which penguins are adapted to be resilient in the harsh Antarctic environment.  Linking to science we will  

explain the components of the food chain of an Emperor Penguin as well as comparing the weather and climate of 

Antarctica with other deserts around the world.    

https://www.whitehousefarmprimary.org/1217/curriculum-overview-1


 

Remote Learning Policy 

Prior to Christmas, we shared our updated remote learning policy.  The revised document can be found here: 

https://whitehousefarm.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Remote-learning-policy-updated-September-

2021.pdf?t=1642368580?ts=1642368580  

Remote learning will be set for children once they have had confirmed positive LFD or PCR result and are well 

enough to complete learning.  We do not expect children who are very unwell to work whilst away from school. 

 

School Attendance 

At White House Farm we are driven to give your children the best possible start to their formal education and give 

them opportunities to grow and flourish.  Part of this journey is to ensure regular attendance in school as we 

believe, and research has shown, that regular school attendance enables children both to maximise the 

educational opportunities available to them and to become responsible, 

organised, and motivated adults. 

Attendance is a matter for the whole school community, and we would 

like to work closely with families to offer support in order to ensure 

every child gains the most out of their education.  Parents and carers 

have a legal duty to ensure that their children of compulsory school age 

receive a suitable full-time education, this means being in school – on 

time – as much as possible. At White House Farm Primary we are asking 

you to work in partnership with us, notifying the school of the reason for 

your child’s absence if they are not in school by 8.50am so that we do not need to chase up these reasons. 

The impact of Covid-19 on school attendance has been extremely evident over the past 2 years with a lot of 

uncertainty and missed schooling.  Now, more than ever, we need to take the opportunity to have children in 

school as much as possible.  With this is mind, at White House Farm we will be monitoring attendance regularly, 

sharing this with you and offering support where needed.  

Children who are a little under the weather and are not displaying Covid-19 symptoms, can be sent in to give the 
school day a try.  Please be assured, we would always contact you if your child was too ill to continue with their 
learning.  
 
We have a whole school attendance target of 96%. Attendance consistently less than 90% could result in formal 
support processes involving Norfolk County Council.  

 

For children in Reception, being in full-time education is compulsory from the first term after the child turns 5.  We 

promote and encourage children to be in school as much as possible before this point.  However, attendance data 

for reception children will be looked at with this in mind.  You will shortly be receiving information about your  

 

https://whitehousefarm.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Remote-learning-policy-updated-September-2021.pdf?t=1642368580?ts=1642368580
https://whitehousefarm.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Remote-learning-policy-updated-September-2021.pdf?t=1642368580?ts=1642368580


 

child’s current attendance for this academic year.  We thank you with you support with school attendance, so 

many children are in school nearly every day and we are thankful to their families for helping make this happen. If 

you have any questions or would like to discuss attendance, please do get in touch. We are here to support and 

help wherever we can 

Safeguarding 

NEW SERVICE: Norfolk Integrated Domestic Abuse Service (NIDAS)  
 
This offers free, confidential, and non-judgemental support to those affected, and their children, to help them 
escape and recover from abuse. 
 

Visit: www.nidasnorfolk.co.uk 
Call: 0300 561 0555 

Out of hours: 0808 2000 24 
 
The new service is funded by the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Norfolk, Norfolk County Council, 
Norwich City Council, South Norfolk and Broadland District Councils, and will be delivered in partnership by 
Leeway Domestic Violence & Abuse Services, Daisy Programme, Orwell Housing, Pandora Project and Safe 
Partnership. 
 
People in Norfolk and their children who are at medium or high risk of serious harm from domestic abuse will be 
able to access a new, improved service from January 3rd 2022 to support their journey to freedom. 
 
For more information look at the flier attached to today’s newsletter 
 

Traffic and Parking 
 
Over the last week there has been a notable increase in the amount of traffic outside the school at drop off and 
pick up times.  It is important to remind all those who drive to school to drive and park with consideration for 
others around school. We have had emails from local residents who have been unable to leave their homes for 
work due to blocked driveways and some people have mentioned that cars have been parked on the drop curbs 
which are needed for pushchair and wheelchair access. 
 
I also request that parents do not use the school entrance to turn their cars around.  The crossing is extremely busy 
in the mornings with children, scooting and cycling to school.  
 

Census Day 
 
The Thursday and Friday lunch menu this week will be swapped over to encourage children to have a lunch in 
school on Thursday as it is the Spring Census day.   Please see our emailed letter last week for full details. 
 

Vacancies at WHF 

 
We are currently seeking to recruit: 

- Midday Supervisor (Term time: daily - 11.45am-1.15pm)  
- School Cleaner (Term time: daily – 3.00pm-6.00pm).   

 
If you would like to apply or would like to forward this information on to anyone who has an interested in applying, 
please ask them to contact the Trust via the website se-trust.org  and search for Join Us > Vacancies  
 
Mr Copping  
Headteacher 

http://www.nidasnorfolk.co.uk/


 
 
 

News from the classrooms 
 
Since coming back after Christmas in Hedgehog class we have been working on our new 
year's resolutions.  We thought carefully about the things that we struggle with and the 
goals that we would like to make for the year going forward.  We linked this in with our 
school values of resilience and reflection and the importance of taking on challenges. 
 
 
Since returning to school, the children in Squirrel class have enjoyed getting stuck into 
their learning about dinosaurs!  They were eggs-cited (couldn't resist!) to discover a 

dinosaur egg had been left in our outdoor area and were 
keen to draw what they thought might hatch from it.  They have started to create 
their own dinosaur  
 
worlds using papier-mâché which 
they will paint and add trees etc to.  
In Literacy lessons we have used a 
poem called My Little Dinosaur to 
help us learn about rhyming words 
and have created our own rhyming 
verses. In Maths we have learnt how 
to read, write and count the numbers 
6, 7, 8, 9 and 10.  Over the next 
couple of weeks, we will continue to 

make our dinosaur worlds and clay dinosaurs to put in them, write 
facts about dinosaurs and compare numbers to 10.  
 

 
 
In Rabbit class we have been drawing leaves in Art, but to challenge 
ourselves we completed an exercise called blind drawing.  We 
showed great resilience completing this task.   In Computing we have 
been using word documents to add and remove text and I have been 
super impressed with all the children with their technology skills.  We 
have also been learning how to find the difference between numbers 
in our Maths lessons. 
 

 
In Owl class this half term we are learning all about Antarctica.  We are part way through a problem – resolution 
story based on the book ‘Pirate Penguins’.  In science we are learning all about animals, including humans – in 
which we are learning about what animals need to survive and the importance of a healthy, balanced diet and 
exercise.  In Geography we will be exploring how living things survive in Antarctica; how Antarctica compares to 
other environments and what the key features of different climates are. We will be making animal masks in our DT 
topic . We have already started our learning in RE – which focuses on Passover and in PE we are exploring Yoga.  
We are really enjoying our new topics this half term and look forward to sharing our learning with you over the 
coming weeks. 
  

A summary of attachments with today’s newsletter:   

- Tots2Teens Club - February Half Term Brochure  
- Safeguarding flyer 



 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

News from After School Club 

 

 
We have had a lovely first full week back in After School Club.  The children have 
enjoyed lots of activities including yoga, Lego, creating pictures with dinosaurs, lots 
of play outside with the new equipment and the children also enjoyed drawing 

Gregosaurus on a ‘Draw with Rob’ video. 

  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

DIARY DATES 

 

 
 
 

20th January School Census Day – lunch menu swap  

20th January Group 2 – Karate Club starts 

24th January Group 2 - Board Games Club starts 

11th February Last day of half term 

 

School re-opens on Monday 21st February 2022    

   


