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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I can’t believe that we have only been back at school for two weeks! 

It has been a great start to the new school year, and I am incredibly proud 

of all the children across the school for hitting the ground running on what 

I know will be an amazing academic year at WHF.   

 

We are delighted to welcome our new Reception pupils to the White 

House Farm community.  All the staff have been impressed by their 

bravery and courage every morning at drop off and how quickly they are 

settling into their new routines.  I have also been pleased to see the 

children trying new meals at lunchtime and really giving it a go. 

 

Rabbit class and Owl class have started the year with the same 

determination that they ended last year.  I have really enjoyed popping in 

to see them all reciting their Talk for Writing texts (Avocado Baby and The 

Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark) combined with some creative actions.   

 

This academic year we have introduced a new reward system at White 

House Farm to replace the ‘Rainbow Award’ at the end of each week.  

Instead, we will be looking out for children who display positive character 

traits in line with our school ‘Elements for Nurturing Growth’ as well as 

rewarding children who produce ‘Wow’ moments with their hard work 

and excellent behaviour.  This half term we are focusing on the two 

elements: Respect and Determination 

 

Weekly Certificates  

Each week the teachers will look out for children who are demonstrating 

how to be respectful and determined.  They will then award two 

certificates in our Friday celebration assembly.   

Secret Star 

The teacher may choose a pupil at the start of the day and will keep their 
identity secret.  During the day the teacher may comment on how “on 
track‟ they are.  At the end of the day the pupil, if they have done well, 
will be awarded with their sticker. If not, reasons will be shared but the 
name of the child will not, encouraging all pupils to reflect on their 
behaviour. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Reminders 

 

Thank you very much for 

those who have already 

returned the completed PE 

questionnaire – there is still 

time to return any that have 

not and we would be grateful 

to receive as many of your 

child’s comments as  

possible. 

 

September 2021 

Upcoming dates for this 

month are: 

 

21st September – Rabbit  

Class Reading Café 9.15am-

10.45am 

 

22nd September – Owl      

Class Reading Café 9.15am-

10.45am 

 

 

Certificates awarded to 

children displaying our 

school values of Respect 

and Determination 

Teigan 
Amelia 
Damien 

Matthew 
Christabel 

Maisie 
Leo 

Penelope 
 



 

 
Merits 
We will also look out for and reward routine good behaviour by issuing ‘Merits’.  Merits can be 
rewards for two different areas of school life: displaying good character in line with the schools 
‘Elements for Nurturing Growth’ and for recognition of academic effort, achievement, or 
improvement.  Once a pupil has collected 10 merits, they will receive a silver certificate and then a 
gold certificate for collecting 20 merits. 
 
The children have really enjoyed the new system so far and have been showing us all how respectful 
and determined they can be in school.  We know that with even more support at home, discussing the 
importance of respect and determination in the wider community, the children will have a great 
chance of flourishing as model citizens at White House Farm and beyond. 
 
Attendance  
Last weeks average attendance was 96.82%.  As a school we are always striving for 100%. 
 
Regular school attendance is essential if children are to achieve their full potential.  Research 
commissioned by the Department for Education shows missing school for even a day can mean a child 
is less likely to achieve good grades, which can have a damaging effect on their life chances.   
 
Since September 2013, changes to Government regulations and guidance means that Headteachers 
can no longer authorise leave of absence for the sole purpose of a holiday (unless in exceptional 
circumstances).  All absences associated with a holiday (without exceptional circumstance) during 
term time will be marked as unauthorised within the register.  
 
Parents wishing to apply for leave of absence during term time must apply in writing.  A request can 
be made by contacting the school office who will provide you with the necessary form to complete. 
The Headteacher should be informed at least a month before the planned leave. 
 
Uniform 
All the children have come into school looking incredibly smart over the last two weeks.  
Unfortunately, we have already started to make a collection of lost uniform.  Please ensure that all 
uniform is labelled so that it can be returned to you.  I would also like to take this opportunity to 
remind all parents that White House Farm’s uniform policy is for all children to wear a white shirt or 
blouse. White polo shirts are to be worn for PE only. 
https://www.whitehousefarmprimary.org/1235/school-uniform  
 
Reading Cafés and Parent Information Sessions 
Thank you to all the parent who were able to attend the Reception Information sessions last week.  
For those parents who missed them, all the information is available on the Reception Class page. 
https://www.whitehousefarmprimary.org/1391/reception-1  
 
This week will be holding our Year 1 and 2 Reading Cafés and Information sessions. 
Rabbit Class – Tuesday 21st September 9:15 – 10:45 
Owl Class – Wednesday 22nd September 9:15 – 10:45 
 
The reception dates have been rearranged for Friday 1st October 2021: 
Hedgehog Class - 09:15 – 10:30 
Squirrel Class – 10:00 – 11:15 
 
Food collections 
Mrs Howe has continued her amazing work with FareShare and has added extra food collections to 
her weekly schedule.  This means that the school will continue to provide food parcels when needed 
so please get in touch.  In addition, additional fresh food will be put on a table in the foyer.  We will  

https://www.whitehousefarmprimary.org/1235/school-uniform
https://www.whitehousefarmprimary.org/1391/reception-1


 
 
send out text messages to let you know when items are available but please pop in to look.  Last week 
Mrs Howe collected several boxes of eggs, bread rolls and fruit.  
 
For more information about FareShare and the work they do please follow the link below. 
https://fareshare.org.uk/  
 
School lunches and snacks 
A reminder that all the children are provided with a healthy fruit snack every day so there is no need 
to send anything in for your child.  For those children who are bringing in a packed lunch, the school 
operates a no nut policy so please ensure that all lunch boxes are nut free.   
 
We also ask that you provide a named water bottle, with water only.  We will provide children with 
cups of water if they bring other drinks into school or if they forget their bottles.  
 
Health Care Plans 
During the first week of term, we sent a copy of the Rabbit and Owl Classes Health Care Plans for last 
year.  We asked that all parents double check the information in the plans and to notify us of any 
changes required as well as requesting an appointment to discuss, if needed. 
 
Please ensure that these are returned by the end of this week (24th September).   
 
The class teachers will meet with / talk to the parents of all the children identified as well as any 
children in Reception who require a specific plan. These meeting and calls will take place during the 
week beginning 27th September.  
 
Internet safety 
Attached to today’s newsletter is an Online Safety Newsletter as well as a guide to Parental Controls.  
These have both been produced by Knowsley CLCs and will be shared regularly with parents in our 
newsletters.   Please just get in touch if there are any issues/themes/games/apps etc that you would 
like us to include in any future newsletters. 
 

News from the classrooms 

Reception Squirrel class have settled into school fantastically!  Over the past 

two weeks they have explored the various areas in the 

Reception setting and have completed many activities.  

This has included having great fun playing with the 

parachute, using their super senses to explore 

popcorn, and some children made their very own 

Supertato!  

 

 

In the Reception Hedgehog class they have been conducting a pepper and 

soap science experiment.  They learnt that one way to help keep us healthy is by effective hand 

washing using water and soap to repel (make go away) germs.  Using a bowl of water and pepper 

(germs) sprinkled on top, the children dipped their unwashed finger into 

the water.  The 'germs' clung to their fingers.  Next they washed their 

hands properly using soap and water.  Placing clean fingers into the bowl 

they watched as the soap on his finger caused the 'germs' to repel (move 

away) to the edge of the bowl. 

 

 

https://fareshare.org.uk/


 

 

They also tried popcorn and learnt about our five senses and had their first outdoor learning session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Y1 they have had great discussions in RE and Jigsaw lessons with Abbey the Owl and Jigsaw Jack.    

 

In Maths they have recapped counting 

forwards and backwards to 10 as well as 

sorting objects into different groups.   

 

In the Geography lesson the children have 

been comparing the countryside, seaside, 

and the city.   

 

 

 

Y2 children have been exploring the question ‘why does it matter where our food comes from?’ in 

Geography.  So far they have learnt about what a dairy farm is and how cheese is made.  Then they 

made some cheese puffs which everyone enjoyed eating! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From 

Mr Copping 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates         

Date Event 

21st September Rabbit Class Reading Café – 9.15am – 10.45am  

22nd September Owl Class Reading Café – 9.15am – 10.45am 

1st October Reception Phonics Café – Hedgehogs – 9.15am – 10.00am 

Reception Phonics Café – Squirrels – 10.00am – 11.15am 

6th October Whole School Flu Immunisations 

14th October Individual Photos 

Half Term – Monday 25th October to Friday 29th October 

15th and 16th November Parents Evenings – 1.30pm-7.00pm 

(Parents will be able to choose between an ‘in-school’ or ‘zoom’ meeting 

22nd November Squirrels FUDGE Morning 

24th November Hedgehogs FUDGE Morning 

25th November Rabbits FUDGE Morning 

13th and 14th December Reception Christmas Production – 1.30pm 

14th December Rabbit and Owl Classes Christmas Carols around the tree – 2.45pm  

15th December Christmas Lunch 

17th December Christmas Jumper Day and Last Day Of Term 

 

School re-opens on Wednesday 5th January 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


