Issue 53—Monday 23rd November

SAFEGUARDING

A slightly different look to my usual update this week as there is quite a bit of information sharing to cover. Please forgive the
bombardment of information. Hopefully the headings will help make it more bite-sized and manageable for you. As always,
you can always email or call to clarify or find out more.
Christmas Jumper Day: We have had a couple of queries regarding Christmas jumper day on Friday 11 th December, just to
confirm, this will be classed as a non-uniform day and therefore school uniform will not need to be worn under children’s jumpers. It is however a Friday so can Rabbits please come to school in non-uniform that is appropriate for PE. With regards to
payment, we are trying to reduce the amount of cash exchanged and therefore the donation for the day can be made via the
White House Farm Primary JustGiving page set up by Save the Children, which is over on the right hand side of this page. Donating through JustGiving is simple, fast and totally secure. Once you donate, they'll send your money directly to Save the Children, so it's the most efficient way to give - saving time and cutting costs for the charity.
Christmas Cards: We have also received some queries regarding Christmas cards and Christmas lunch and we are pleased to say
that children will be able to bring in cards for their friends and post them in our letter box. These cards will then be quarantined
for no less than 72 hours, sorted and then placed in their school bag on the last day of term. To allow enough time to quarantine please do make sure cards are brought in by Friday 11th December. A class list will be posted on Tapestry on 1st December.
Christmas Lunch: Christmas lunch will be served on Friday 18th December and, whilst there is no charge for this, a pre-order is
required. The pre-order slips will be placed in book bags on Friday 27th November and we would be grateful to receive these
back (via book bags) by Friday 4th December.
Activity ideas: Miss Rawlings and Miss McIntosh are going to be posting on Tapestry some ideas of things you could get up to
with your children. These are fun activities to support with lockdown that can also tie in to learning in school. If parents want
to get creative then we would love to see these shared on Tapestry. A lovely idea for home is always a research project on the
main topic or theme that children are studying during the term. All of our class overviews are on our website under our curriculum tab so you can see exactly what is being covered throughout the school. Squirrel class are working on ‘Disney’, while Rabbit
class are working on ‘Down on the Farm’. Why not create a booklet of information with pictures, photos and collages around
these areas. These are just ideas for projects to motivate so please do not feel pressurised into completing them.

Please remember to wash hands regularly, wear a face covering when required to do so and maintain social
distance.
Attendance
Despite Covid, attendance continues
to be really important. Please do
continue to support the school by
following government recommendations

Covid-19 in School Update
Last week 5 people
pending a covid test.

were isolating

HIGH FIVE
Rainbow awards

Homework expectations: Following on from our activity ideas, can we remind you that we ask you to read with your child daily
and record it in your child’s reading records, then upload each week on Tapestry. This really supports us with learning in school
and we print off the Tapestry postings for our records. We are not writing in the reading records when they come into school as
they are just in for one day but we do log all reading that has taken place in school. Please also remember that our home-school
packs are to be completed throughout the term which is an excellent way to practice skills taught in school. They can be done
with a little covered each week or used if in isolation / lockdown. Using Tapestry to show the completed pages is really useful
to teachers in making assessments. The packs are not expected back in school to be marked, but by working through them your
child will make more progress and you can see as parents where they are finding things tricky to be able to support them further.

Well done to our children who
have achieved our Rainbow award
for excellent behaviours last
week.

Assessment week this week: This week is assessment week for our Rabbit class. This means that children will have a go at
answering some questions on their own. They will do this in groups with Miss Rawlings, with music playing and in a supportive
environment. This is to help teachers know exactly where gaps are to help plan children’s next steps in their learning. This can
then be shared with parents during your call or Zoom.

Maisie Penelope Harrison

Language Screen: As part of the government support to provide resources for children to ‘catch up’ after our first lockdown,
they are providing a language support programme with training and resources. As a school we have signed up for this and are
going to begin the training in the spring term. We will then assess children to see who will benefit from this support and roll it
out later in the spring and into the summer term. Data will be collected by our school and shared with Language Screen for
research and assessment processes. If you would prefer to not have this shared then let us know by email as we can still run the
program, but just not share your child’s data.
Social Distancing : Please can we remind you to ensure that you continue to socially distance when you leave the school site
and return to your cars and homes. The guidance from the DFE and the Local Authority is clear in stating that schools should
work with parents to ensure that safety is a priority both on and off the school site. Walking in groups, including gathering to
chat off the school site is highly unadvisable and can be very distressing for local residents, especially those who fall into a vulnerable category. Can we also remind you that the use of our school car park is for those who are dropping off at Breakfast club
or collecting from After School club only. We know times are challenging at the moment and really appreciate how supportive
everyone is during this time.

Reminder: Governors will be having a Parent Forum Zoom meeting on Tuesday at 7.30pm where all our school community are
invited to view a presentation from our LGB members and get a chance to hear from our three parents who wish to join. To
join, please follow the link at 7.30pm tomorrow. https://us04web.zoom.us/j/74001984211?
pwd=cTdqY1E0OGdlNyt6d3BuVmh6b2ZlUT09
Thank you for your support, and apologies for the information overload.
Kind regards,
Mrs Kelly Stokes

Lewis Paige Poppy

Donate to Save the Children for
Christmas Jumper Day here:

https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/cjd200017166?
utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medi
um=fundraising&utm_content=cjd
200017166&utm_campaign=pfpemail&utm_term=1ececc2ea2c94
8d0a4a70d008ad5314e

This week Squirrels will be:
Literacy: writing our own wishing stories using
our plans from last week.

This week Rabbits will be:

Maths: working out one less than a number to 5

English: looking at how to write instructions.

Phonics : learning letters j, v, w, x
Aladdin will be visiting Moana in Polynesia to
learn about their traditional dress, food and
weather.

Geography: continuing to tell the weather.
Maths: solving word problems with our
subtraction skills.

After School Club
What a busy week we had last week?!
We played games, danced, did yoga, lots of colouring and dot to dot activities. We searched for leaves
and made autumn squirrel pictures, we learned to
use hula hoops, had a go at some bowling and
played Boccia. We got creative with Lego and Stickle bricks, enjoyed some Frozen animation and did
some science experiments including the floating
stickman.
Next week we will be starting our winter themed
activities and learning some Christmas songs.
If you are interested in attending After School Club,
please contact office@whf.set.education to check
availability.

Oscar will be celebrating his birthday this
week.

