Issue 50

Welcome back everyone after our half term break. With the news over the weekend of another National Lockdown, can we
just confirm that schools are open and the government expects children to attend as usual. We know that this will make
some things a little different for us at school and that even though we have cancelled a lot of our events, such as curiosity
cafes and FUDGE mornings, we will still have lots going on to keep our children’s learning enriched with opportunities.
We will still be putting on a Nativity for our Reception and a Christmas Carol concert for our Year 1 children but we will be
filming these and posting these on Tapestry rather than inviting parents in as audience members I am afraid. We are also
talking to Rev. Simon Stokes about visiting our local church to perhaps do a Harvest festival and Christingle service. Again,
these will be in bubbles and just for children so we can follow government guidelines. We will keep you posted if we are
able to make these events work.

This week the children can look forward to our Black history month art sessions on Friday. They will be looking at African
mud cloth art as well as Ndebele artwork to produce their own patch of cloth that will then be joined together to create a
large display in our hall.
This week we have also had confirmation on our trip to see Dippy at the Norwich Cathedral on Wednesday 3 rd February at
10.15am. Miss McIntosh has been in touch with the local park and ride and secure buses to allow us to get the children
there and back with the experience of buying tickets and mapping out routes. The current plan, obviously dependent on
our global pandemic situation, is for around 8 school staff to accompany our Squirrel class on the buses and to the Cathedral and back. Once we have finalised details, we will let you know more information.

This week assemblies are focussing on our Zones of Regulation strategies (information on the next page). This is a simple,
yet effective, way for children to identify their emotions and then have strategies to help manage them. Please ask your
children about it at the end of the week to find out more and then on the week commencing Monday 23 rd November there
will be training for parents released on Tapestry giving further information and details. That week we will also be releasing
training around SEND from Mrs Avenal.

Finally, thank you for all your kind words when I announced that I would be leaving WHFPS. As I have said to many of you,
the school is like my child and I am incredibly proud of all that has been achieved. I strongly believe that the staff are incredible and know exactly how to continue the journey to Outstanding (in all aspects and not just in Ofsted terms) without
me. WHFPS is extremely special and will go on to greatness, and as it does I will be popping back around to celebrate in all
the successes and fun (looking forward to Nativity productions and Award ceremonies!) We have already had lots of interest in the Headteacher role and I know that while I am off supporting other schools that need me, your new headteacher
will be supporting this community to flourish.

Thank you for all your support,
Mrs Stokes
Headteacher

SAFEGUARDING
Please wash hands regularly

There are no birthdays this week

ASC Fun

Attendance
Despite Covid, attendance
continues to be really important. Please do continue to
support the school by following
government recommendations

This Week’s Learning…

This week Squirrel Class will be…
Phonics: learning to read the tricky
words ‘I’, ‘the’, ‘to’, ‘no’ and ‘go’.
Literacy: learning the story of Aladdin
using our model text and story map.
Maths: comparing two groups and
saying which is more or less

This week Rabbit class will be ...
English: starting a new story ‘The
Little Red Hen’.
Science: starting to look at different
seasons.
Geography: looking at what the
weather is like.

Covid-19 in School Update
Last week we didn’t have anyone isolating pending a covid
test.

Defibrillator
We did it! Well done and thank you to everyone who has supported us over the past year in raising the huge total of £1232
to get our community defibrillator. We could not have done
it without everyone’s support and hard work in our key events
such as the Christmas Fayre and the Quiz night. Even though
we raised this huge amount, it was not quite enough so Paul
Pottle kindly made up the remainder of the amount needed
to be able to get our defibrillator on site. It was delivered by
Paul just before half term and the Trust are looking into
getting it set up asap.
The children are making a thank you card to Paul for all his
support and for purchasing and delivering it to our school.
Well done everyone and thank you again.
WHFPS

Poppy run
In conjunction with the Royal British Legion, this year White House Farm Primary were all set to ask the parents and our local
community to join us in our outdoor Poppy Run, to raise funds to help the amazing and life changing work the legion does every
day.
Even more important this year as most of the Remembrance services and fundraising events have had to be postponed due to
Covid-19
We had planned to walk, jog or run outside on a Poppy Run around our school and would have had separate Covid secure areas
for parents and the local community to join us on the day. The children are learning about the importance of Remembrance day
and were going to make poppies to place on a sash to wear on their run.
Due to the change in circumstances with lockdown now being imposed, we are sorry that we cannot ask you as parents and carers to join us, but the event will still happen for our pupils on Wednesday 11th November before 11am. We will then join with
the nation to observe the silence.

The reason for the Poppy Run is to raise some money for this important cause so we ask that our children donate a minimum of
£2.00 to take part in the run. They will be designing a poppy to wear on their sash and run around the playground before receiving a certificate to show their participation. All the staff will be joining in as well.
Parents / carers can also send in your extra donations from family members on the day if you wish.
We will be sharing this with our local community and will place a donation box outside the school for people to pop donations
into during their daily exercise of walking around the estate.
All funds will then be sent directly to The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal.

