Issue 45

This week has flown by with Squirrels all in full-time and Breakfast and After School club opened up for them as well. They have really made us proud
with how quickly they have settled and picked up our school processes and rules. Rabbit class have helped by modelling to them what to do in a fire
drill, how to sit for lunch and how to walk down the corridor on the left in a quiet line (all at a very safe distance away). Rabbits certainly seem to have
grown as we have their first school photos from last year and the difference in them is just lovely to see. Rabbits will remember Evil Pea and now he
has escaped again from Miss McIntosh which has meant Squirrels have spent the week trying to find him. All children have come in with a focus to
learn and are already showing progress in their books and in conversations.
Last week we sent out information in an email around our current Covid-19 situation to give advice and information around testing and symptoms, we
also sent a text to let you know a member of our community was having a test. Moving forward we will keep you informed of the ever evolving situation within our school on our newsletter so you are aware how many people are being tested and our negative results. A positive test result will be
communicated to you by a specific email with a text asking you to read it carefully. This way we are hoping to reduce the amount of emails and texts
being sent out meaning that important messages are clear for you to see.
As children get high temperatures, coughs and colds at this time of year, we thank you for being really aware of the specific Covid-19 symptoms and
keeping children off of school and getting a test asap if they show these signs. We know getting a test at the moment is quite a challenge and the
whole process is extremely difficult as it interrupts life enormously. We want to support you as much as possible and let you know that the school does
have a limited number of home tests available. The guidance is clear that these are to be used in extreme situations where there is a very low chance
of getting a test. Tests must be done within 5 days of getting symptoms otherwise the household must just isolate for the duration. We have decided
that, if you have tried for at least 24 hours to get a test and have been unsuccessful then we will issue you a school test. Please be aware that the
home tests are to be done by yourselves and come with instructions that we are unable to support with and they are taking 4 days to come back with
results once posted, this is longer than if you get a test at a test centre.

We know that children will be in and out of school this term due to the situation and we want to make sure that you feel supported so that our children can continue learning at home if they are needing to. Our Home-school learning packs should be clear to use and allow you to support your child
from home, but if you would like support with this then please call or email and we will go through things with you. All work completed and shared on
Tapestry will be responded to by our staff and evidence will be printed off for their folders. Tapestry really is a lovely way to feel connected to our
school when children are at home and completing the Reading Records weekly for us to see is a great way to allow a smooth transition with learning at
home and in school. The reading records ideally will be completed at home each week and uploaded to Tapestry regardless of children being in isolation or lockdown. The packs are more to support with learning in class each week and then will be of great use if children are off school for a longer
period of time. Oaks Academy videos will also be sign posted by staff for use at home in the event of whole classes being off of school.
Another support for families will be our training videos. Last year we invited parents / carers into school to learn about our different lessons, but this
year we have weeks where we will be releasing videos from us giving information. We hope that you find them useful, however if you have suggestions on what you would like us to focus on or how you would like them delivered, please just let us know. Training for parents online will be released
the week of the 28th September. There will be three videos will be on e-safety, Talk for Writing and reading. They will be released via Tapestry and
our school website.
This term is fairly busy with parents who are looking to select a school for next September, so we are hoping to be able to run our Open Mornings. Please be assured that we are putting safety measures in place for these. There will be limited numbers, face masks, sanitiser, along with only
being able to be in the hall and walk along the corridor to exit at the pedestrian entrance / exit of the school. Adults will not be going into classrooms
and will be social distancing at all times. We feel confident we can run these events with these safety measures in place, however some events
planned such as our Curiosity Café we can’t currently see a way of running them safely. We love having families in to learn with their children and be
part of the school, but how we do that at the moment is just not proving possible. If you have some suggestions or ideas, we really are willing to listen
so please call or email us to let us know. We promise that as soon as we can offer these events we will and as soon as we know for definite if events
are taking place we will inform you.

Mrs Howe and Miss Brumpton have made a slight change to our pick up arrangements for After-School club which is that the wooden gate on the side
of the EYFS area is now going to be used instead of going into our reception area. This will save long walks down the corridor and hopefully make it
quicker and more efficient at pick up times. There will be a doorbell fitted to the side of the wooden gate that can be used to inform staff that you
have arrived to pick up a child and then someone will come and unlock the gate to see who it is before calling your child over to leave. As with everything, we will trial this new way and hopefully find it has improved things and if not we will try something else.
Lastly, Paul Pottle has given us an update on our fundraising for our defibrillator. One has been ordered and Paul has kindly donated the remainder of
the money needed. It has been such an amazing thing to raise such a large amount of money (£1,232.04) by our school when we only had 26 children. Thank you to everyone involved, we will let you know once it has arrived and make sure Paul is thanked properly for all the support and fundraising.

As always, thank you for all your support and know that we are always here if you need us.
Mrs Stokes
Headteacher

SAFEGUARDING
Please wash hands regularly

Henry’s birthday was
last week and Leo’s
birthday is this week.

This Week’s Learning…
This week Squirrel Class will be learningPhonics: the letters i, n, m, d including the sounds they make and how to write
them correctly.
Literacy: making up their own new lead character for the story Supertato
Maths: all about the number 4 (recognising, writing and counting)

Rainbow awards
Well done to our children who
have achieved our Rainbow award
for excellent behaviours last week.

Paige Finn

Lewis

Reuben Phoebe Edie

This week Rabbit Class will be learningLiteracy: We are sequencing the story Peace at Last.
Maths: All about counting backwards from 10 and learning how to count one more.
Art: We are learning how to draw self- portraits by looking at our different
features.

Breakfast & After School Club

Attendance
Despite Covid, attendance
continues to be really important. Please do continue
to support the school by following government recommendations

Covid-19 in School Update
Last week 6 people with Covid
related symptoms were isolating pending tests.
We will not be updating on
negative test results however,
a specific letter will be sent if a
positive test has been received.

