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What is the Foundation Stage?

The Early Years Foundation Stage covers the first 
stage of a child’s care from birth to five years old. 
It sets the standards to ensure that all children 
learn and develop, as well as keeping them 
healthy and safe.   

All schools and Ofsted registered early years 
providers in England must follow the EYFS. 

Also included in the EYFS are the seven Areas of 
Learning. They are:

• Communication and Language
• Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development
• Physical Development
• Literacy
• Mathematics
• Understanding the World
• Expressive Arts and Design



What is the Foundation Stage?
In 2019, the government proposed changes to the EYFS. These 
changes have now been made and all early years settings and 
schools will follow the new EYFS from September 2021. 

One of the changes placed a greater emphasis on the importance of 
developing communication and language skills. 

• Children should be supported in building up vocabulary by 
increasing the number of words they know and can use. 

• Encourage more conversations between adults and children, but 
also children and their peers. 

• Good language skills are the basis for all other learning and social 
interaction, so this is vital to focus on.  



What is the Foundation Stage?

3. There is a focus on how reading 
stories is important to help children 
develop in all of Areas of Learning. 

• Daily reading of stories encourages 
an enjoyment of reading from a 
young age. 

• Lots of other learning opportunities 
happen when looking at books, for 
example comparisons of culture or 
the past. 

• Listening to stories develops 
imagination, ideas and language. 

• Reading is an essential skill and so 
should be shown to children, as well 
as practiced by them regularly. 

• Children are also encouraged to use 
story ideas in their play.



What is the Foundation Stage?

At the end of the reception year, children are assessed 
against the 17 Early Learning Goals. 

Changes have been made to the Early Learning Goals so that 
they are now clearer, easier to use and understand.

They have also been adapted to better match up with the 
national curriculum in year 1. This will help children to be 
better prepared for their move to the next key stage.

Exceeding judgements have also been removed. Children are 
now encouraged and challenged to have a greater depth and 
understanding of things before moving onto new learning. 



How does Foundation Stage work
White House Farm?

• Throughout the day the classes will run literacy 
and numeracy activities alongside ongoing play 
activities.  Staff will work with children to extend 
their self-initiated play and challenge children 
through questioning and discussions about what 
they are learning. 

• The doors will be open and the children  will 
therefore have free access between both 
classrooms and  outside. 



Our approach….

• Practical hands on 
opportunities.

• Topic based.

•Indoor and outdoor 
learning opportunities 

throughout the day.

•Individual, pair and group 
times.
•A balance of opportunity for 
child and adult led play .



How do we know your child’s capabilities?

 Observing children playing 

 Small group activities

 Talking and questioning

 Class/group discussion

 Communication with 
parents/carers

 On-going/termly 
assessment



Assessment

As a school we complete on-entry data 
using observation and the Reception 
Baseline Assessment. 

Throughout the year there will be 2 
parents evenings where you will meet with 
your child’s teacher to discuss their 
progress and well-being.

Coffee mornings and workshops will also 
be held throughout the year for a chance 
to see they type of learning your child will 
be doing. 



Tapestry

• Using a piece of educational software 
called ‘Tapestry’ every child will have 
their own online individual learning 
journal.

• Parents are able to log in and see the 
learning their child is doing.

• Parents are able to upload any learning 
children do outside of school.



Our typical day…

Typical Day in Reception:

8.50- - 9:30 Self registration & Phonics

9.30 – 10:00 English input

10:00– 11:30 Continuous provision
And small group reading

11:30-11.45 Maths input

12:00.-13.00 Lunch

13.00-13.15 Carpet input

13:15.- 14:45 Continuous provision and small group reading

14.45-15.15 Story and home time

Additional activities Jump Start Jonny
Daily Mile
Yoga



Beginning of the school day

 The gates open a 8.40 am.  Children are welcomed into the 
outdoor area and can begin to make their way into the 
classroom.

 The children will self register on their way into the classroom, 
finding their name and placing it into a basket to show the lunch 
that they would like that day.  Please discuss the lunches with 
your children before coming to school. 

 When the children come into class, they will be greeted with 
different activities to settle them that will engage their interest.

 If there are urgent messages for your child’s teacher these can 
be passed on in the morning, however anything else we ask you 
wait until the end of the day or contact the school office.



End of the school day

 School finishes at 3.15pm.

 Children are collected from the Reception outdoor area. 

 If your child is going to ASC they will be taken straight through at 
3.10pm

 If you need to speak to the teacher about anything then please wait 
for all the children to be seen out safely to the correct adult and 
then the teacher will be happy to have a chat.

 If your child is being collected by someone different - please let the 
office and class teacher know before the end of the school day. 



Phonics 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Phonics 
 White House Farm Primary School uses the Little Wandle

Letters and Sounds Revised, a complete systematic 

synthetic phonics programme

 Children will take part in daily phonics lessons which teach 

new sounds, oral blending and tricky words (words that 

cannot be decoded or sounded out)

 All children will start with a wordless book and must be 

secure with 70% of the sounds needed to decode books at 

a particular level to progress. 



Reading Home/School liaison

 Children will read with an adult at least 2 times a 
week. We ask that children bring in their reading book 
bags and books every day.

 Reading Diary – Please write the names of books you have 
read. Come and see a teacher after school if you have any 
queries about reading.

 No water bottles in book bags please



Breaks

 Children in EYFS do not have a 
designated morning break.

 All children will be provided 
with a healthy morning snack.  
We ask that all children bring a 
named water bottle to school. 

 At lunch time the children will 
have a 30 minute playtime on 
the main playground with 
children from across the school



Things to keep in school

 Children need to bring a named water bottle with 
them every day.  

 A spare change of clothes if your child is likely to 
have an accident.

 Sun cream and a sunhat in the hot weather

 We go outside in all weathers. Please keep a pair  of 
wellingtons in school.



PE Kit

 No earrings/jewellery and hair tied up

 Changing independently

 Label everything  (even socks) in an obvious 
place!!



Outdoor learning

We are fortunate to have an amazing outdoor 
learning space within school grounds.

Outdoor learning is an adaptable, flexible 
approach to learning outside and is an approach 
that can allow practitioners to shape teaching 
methods to an individual’s learning style.

This is led by Mrs Wands



Equipment

 The ethos of forest school is that children learn outside whatever 
the weather:

 To take part in forest school we ask that you provide your child with 
named pair of wellies and gloves. 

 Children can wear their outdoor PE kits, however this is not 
essential as we will provide a waterproof. 




